
Cleveland Browns Football

It was another road game, another mind-numbing, gut-wrenching, wide receiver-dropping a
critical ball loss for the Browns. This one came in front of a brand new owner who looked none
too happy with the missed opportunities and none too happy with another head-scratching
decision from Pat Shurmur. Plenty of Browns, some Tribe and a little bit on the Buckeyes in this
week’s Weekend Wrap.

      

Apropos of Everything and Nothing

  

The final play of the Browns loss to the Colts was the perfect summation of the game and,
ironically enough, the team: 

  

(Shotgun) B.Weeden pass short left to J.Cribbs to CLV 28 for 8 yards. Lateral to G.Little to CLV
36 for 8 yards. Lateral to J.Cooper to CLV 40 for 4 yards. Lateral to G.Little to CLV 38 for -2
yards. Lateral to J.Gordon to CLV 46 for 8 yards. Lateral to B.Weeden to CLV 37 for -9 yards.
FUMBLES, touched at CLV 37, recovered by CLV-J.Cribbs at CLV 40. J.Cribbs pushed ob at
CLV 42 for 2 yards (J.Lefeged).

  

That was a whole lot of running around chaotically for a whole lot of nothing. The only thing
missing was Reggie Hodges, Greg Little or Josh Gordon dropping a lateral and Sheldon Brown
missing a tackle while Shurmur wore a puzzled look on the sideline (which I’m sure he was but
he wasn’t shown).

  

I guess the most enjoyable part of that 17-13 loss was watching Jimmy Haslam in the owner’s
box. The guy lived and died on every play we lived and died with and he expressed the exact
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same emotions as I did when Old Blood & Guts Shurmur elected to punt on 4th and 1 from the
Indy 40-yard line rather than going for it. Hell, I’d have been fine with lining up LIKE you were
going to go for it and trying to draw Indy offside for the first down. 

  

But that never works anyway, right Billy Wynn?

  

Maybe Shurmur was considering that another 20-yard punt from Hodges after a delay penalty
would have given the Colts the ball at the 25-yard line instead of the 20-yard line if the Colts
don’t jump? Hard to say. There is such a cavalcade of idiocy emanating from nearly everywhere
on the Browns roster and sideline that it’s hard to keep it all straight. 

  

For the sake of sanity and clarity I do think we can agree that these plays were kind of
important:

    
    1. Hodges dropped a perfect snap on the PAT following the Browns first touchdown and
mutilated the momentum the drive should have given the team   
    2. Hodges was (and has been) brutal) this entire year doing his main job.  
    3. Shurmur continues to treat the 2-point conversion like it’s a pork dish at a Muslim wedding
reception.   
    4. Shurmur should probably know his defense and the game situation dictated that going for
it on 4 th and 1 from the Indy 40-yard line with six minutes left was not only the ballsy thing
to do, but it was probably the textbook choice to make.   
    5. Jimmy Haslam facially expressed Shurmur’s firing immediately after the punt team took
the field and may have thrown his arm out of its socket expressing himself when Gordon
dropped a beautiful throw from Weeden on the play that preceded the Shurmur punt decision.
 

  

I know this loss is a blow to those who had hoped the Browns might battle their way into playoff
contention, but trust me, it’s really probably a blessing in disguise. A

  
  

On the day Weeden was 25/41 for 264 yards and two touchdowns. He also didn’t toss the
football once to the Colts and he actually rushed once for 13 yards and a first down. He was
solid. He was good. He was equal to or better than Andrew Luck on the day and he continues to
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look more comfortable. It’s not his fault his receivers apparently wear clown shoes on their
hands at various times during a game. win there would have deodorized the Shurmur stink, the
Hodges smell and the Owen Marecic stench. Instead Browns fans still got to see Brandon
Weeden stand tall and make more good throws and decisions than bad ones, they got to see
the potential of Gordon continue to bubble to the surface and they got to see it all while the
skids for this overwhelmed coach were further greased and another Top 5 draft pick was all but
sewn up.

  

On the other hand, Trent Richardson was a non-factor due to his rib injury. The rookie RB had
only eight carries for eight yards and two receptions for 11 yards before he left the game and
didn’t return. The Browns might just want to consider the long term health of Richardson and let
him recover for three weeks and return after their bye. 

  

Of course, what’s right and what gets done are two different things with this team.

  

Some Quick Hits on Browns vs. Colts

  

~ I got a kick out of Colts interim Head Coach trying to out-Shurmur Pat Shurmur as the first half
wound down. Instead of calling a timeout with 26 seconds left in the half to make ham-handed
Reggie Hodges punt the ball and maybe return one for a chance to score, Arians called timeout
with just one second left. So not only did that eliminate Hodges from the equation (no small
consideration) but it also ensured only the Browns would have a chance for a Hail Mary to end
the half. Shurmur was still willing to just kneel out the half until Arians’ defense took the field
with 12 men on the field and gave the Browns another five yards. Weeden didn’t connect on the
play but Arians’ moronic decisions there shouldn’t be ignored.

  

~ Why do commentators and analysts insist on telling viewers how good the Browns defense
was last year when comparing it to this year’s defense? That’s not the case in any way other
than raw numbers and stats simply lie in this case. The Browns were statistically a good overall
defense last season only because they couldn’t stop the run at all, teams gashed them on the
ground for huge leads without having to throw, and then those teams basically ran out the clock
for the last quarter and a half. That was not a good defense last season. The Browns haven’t
had an impactful defense since…since…since a long time ago.
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  ~ I think the proof that Tom Heckert is making calls about jobs as opposed to calls aboutimproving this roster is evident in Hodges still having a job. He’s been mediocre at best and,although he was hurt last year and has probably been healthy enough to kick for just a matter ofmonths, he hasn’t been effective enough punting the ball. Not to mention that a holder has to beperfect on good snaps and damn near perfect on ones that aren’t perfect. That dropped PATtook the wind out of my sails and I can’t imagine it was well-received on the sideline.   ~ Great job catching the football with your hands on that TD Josh Gordon. But that second one?The one where Weeden took a big hit and dropped the perfectly onto your hands in the fourthquarter? The one that clanged off those hands like you were Reggie Hodges and would havegiven the team a lead? That was pathetic.  Loooong Way to Go  I’m one of those guys that doesn’t think a MLB manager makes a great deal of difference to ateam’s record. That’s why I still don’t understand the Terry Francona hiring. And I may neverunderstand why Francona wanted the job given the dearth of talent he inherits here.  Take a look at the lineup of position players objectively and tell me this team isn’t a long way off.Third base is a hole with either an ineffective veteran like Jack Hannahan or unproven youngplayer Lonnie Chisenhall in line for most of the time there.   AT SS you have a solid MLB player in Cabrera.   At 2B you have a decent player in Jason Kipnis, but he’s a guy Tribe fans currently overvalue. Ilove Kipnis and his approach and believe he has a chance to elevate himself from ‘decent’ to‘good’. But if you think he’s beyond that right now then take a look at the Tigers Omar Infante, aguy who personifies ‘decent’, and tell me Kipnis is the better player. He’s not. Infante outproduces Kipnis pretty much everywhere other than in stolen bases.  First base is a hole that has no promise of being fulfilled by a Tribe prospect, your productive(but not elite) RF will likely be gone at the end of 2013 if not before, your CF is solid, your LF isnon-existent and your catcher is an enigma who’s quickly running out of ‘prospect’ status. Thatdoesn’t even include how erratic your top two pitchers in the rotation were this season and thatyou have no “can’t miss” pitching prospects on the farm ready to burst on the scene.  That’s a lot of mediocrity to overcome, which would be one thing if you could buy your way outof it, but the Indians can’t/won’t do that.  That’s why I can’t help but be bearish on the Indianschances heading into 2013. This team needs way too many breaks and once again you’rebetting on the “if come” if you think they’ll contend next season.  IF Ubaldo and Masterson regroup and IF Chisenhall develops and IF Kipnis takes the next stepand IF they find a 1B and IF they find a LF and IF Santana gets his head out of his rear end andIF, IF, IF….  We look derisively at the Red Sox and Yankees and Tigers for buying their way into the postseason and we try and justify some of those moves by being ignorant to the ways of the game.We laughed at the thought of Miguel Cabrera mishandling ground balls at 3B while our groundball pitchers had only to induce hitters to pound the ball at the defensive stalwart Hannahan. Wethought this was an actual advantage. We laughed at Jhonny Peralta going through the motionsat SS when we had a guy at SS that spends much of season doing the same thing.   There is one, simple key to the 2013 season and beyond and that is simply that the Indiansorganization has to spend more money and acquire more talent.   That’s it. More money, smartly spent, on major league and minor league talent is the ONLYanswer. Anything short of that happening, of more spending from the front office and moreproduction from the people buying groceries, and this will be an annual issue.  Much like it has been for the last decade or so.  Best News Possible  First of all, props to Kenny Guiton for pulling the Buckeye bacon out of the fire Saturday in athrilling, come from behind, overtime win against Purdue. That was a valiant effort againststacked odds and Guiton got it done with the help of a great 2-point conversion call to tie thefootball game.  It was a terrific win.   But the injury to Braxton Miller that precipitated Guiton’s call to action was scary. Miller gothammered to the turf after a long run and it looked like there was something seriously wrongwith him afterward. He was taken off the field and taken to the hospital for tests to see if he wassuffering from a concussion, shoulder damage or a neck injury. Unbelievably it appears hesuffered none of those serious injuries but likely had as bad a stinger as he’s ever experienced.The injury occurs when nerves are badly compressed and the pain is usually felt down the arm,followed my numbness and weakness in the arm. But they can occasionally be nastier andmore severe when the head and neck are severely forced toward the shoulder and thesymptoms can last for hours and feel like death itself until they subside.  With Miller being discharged from the hospital a few hours after entering, and reports indicatinghe was symptom free, that’s probably what you’re looking at. Even when the injury took placeyou could rule out shoulder and collar bone injuries because Miller put his arms around a coupleBuckeyes and was helped off. He’s not doing that with a separated shoulder or collar bone. Anda staff as good as the Buckeyes staff is isn’t picking Miller up and taking him off that field by footif he has a neck or head injury.  That’s great news for Miller and for Ohio State because, while Guiton was great Saturday, he’sa backup for a reason. The Buckeyes need Miller because they have to outscore opponentsrather than beat them with defense and they’re not putting up the necessary number of pointsagainst Penn State next Saturday if the Nittany Lions have a week to prepare for Guiton.  Guiton doesn’t throw the ball as well as Miller (and Miller doesn’t throw it all that well yethimself) and he certainly isn’t the dynamic player Miller is while running the ball, so while you tipyour cap to Guiton and appreciate what he did to the Boilermakers Saturday, the Buckeyesneed a healthy Miller to make the rest of the season interesting and competitive.     Follow @Peeker643  
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