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Depending on your perspective, it either was a Good Friday for the Cleveland Browns or not.

If you view it from the perspective of having to deal with the headache that Shaun Rogers
delivered in the form of a loaded handgun in his carry-on bag at Hopkins Airport, it maybe
wasn't so good. If you view it from the perspective of having just gained two starters and it all it
cost you was an indifferent third-year player and a fourth and fifth round draft pick this year,
then maybe it was very good.

Let's dispense first with the headache.

The Rogers incident isn't much of an issue unless you consider trying to bring a loaded gun on
a domestic flight a big deal. Browns' general counsel Fred Nance must have loved getting that
call from the local police. It probably didn't go over much better by the time that news reached
club president Mike Holmgren, either. Rogers pleaded not guilty Saturday morning to a
concealed weapons charge but that's just a formality. He had the gun, it was loaded, and he
tried to bring it through security at the airport. It's just a question of intent.

Doubtful Rogers intended to have the gun in his carry-on bag, certainly, and probably meant to
put it instead inside whatever bag he was checking. But with the outrageous fees Continental
charges these days to check your luggage maybe Rogers was trying to save himself a few
bucks and carry it all on instead, which is how this whole thing ends up a crime in the first place.
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By the time this is over he'll wish he had just paid the baggage fees.

But maybe the better question is why he had a loaded gun with him at all.

There is something about the mentality of professional athletes (and, let's face it, a significant
portion of the U.S. population) that feels a compelling need to have firearms nearby, preferably
loaded. Maybe it's that sense of security that packing heat gives one, hard to say. But if Rogers
needed to feel safe in Cleveland, I'd be surprised.

Sure, Cleveland like any other major city has its share of crime. And sure, the Browns were
miserable last season. But it's hard to believe those two factors might somehow mix in a way
that would make a guy like Rogers fear for his life while he was in town for off-season
conditioning.

At least he now will have a criminal record to show for his efforts, giving him the street cred he'll
need if intends to embark on a career in rap when his playing days are through. Good Friday?
Hardly.

As for the rest of the defense, things got decidedly better on Friday. Trading linebacker Alex
Hall and two draft picks for Philadelphia Eagles' cornerback Sheldon Brown and linebacker
Chris Gocong constituted a crime of a different sort. Perhaps this is the next move that
Holmgren promised when the team traded perpetually under-performing linebacker Kamerion
Wimbley earlier this month.

Any time a team can trade a part-timer and two mid-round picks for two starters, it's a deal
worth making. Now you can get all cynical and point out that almost any players the Browns
pick up are likely starters because of the team's talent deficit. But this trade in particular opens
up a number of possibilities and further increases the intrigue surrounding the upcoming draft,
all in a good way.
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