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Twice this week head coach Eric Mangini has called out his own players publicly for the
mounting mistakes they've been making. He's done it in the most emphatic way possible, telling
them publicly that if you fumble the ball, if you forget the snap count, if you can't get two feet in
bounds on a pass, you'll find a spot on the bench.

If nothing else, these kinds of mini-tirades certainly appease the fans. It lets them know that the
coach sees the same things they do and that he's taking care of it. It's a refreshing approach
given how former head coach Romeo Crennel would just let these little things linger, holding no
one accountable.

But these kinds of public tongue lashings also signal a bit of desperation on Mangini's part. He
knows that what he's telling his players during the week isn't sinking in so he's taking that bit of
dirty laundry public in hopes that a little embarrassment goes a long way.

Beyond all that, though, is @ much more pragmatic question: who is Mangini going to play
instead? If Jerome Harrison is the best running back on the team and Peyton Hillis is second,
that leaves basically James Davis left to carry the ball. Maybe Davis can catch Boyce
Green-like lighting in a bottle for a season, but | tend to think that if Davis was better than either
of the two in front of him, he'd be starting.

Still, for a team that's been running in place for more than 10 years now, Mangini could start
Davis Love Ill at running back and the fans probably wouldn't much notice, so used are they to
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watching a constantly changing carousal of players act exactly the same way that it makes one
think that there must be something else in the water in Berea besides staph.

As bad as the situation is at running back, it's even worse at receiver. Mangini can try to pump
up Josh Cribbs as a receiver knowing that Cribbs is a fan favorite, but the more he does that the
more it looks like he's trying to deflect attention away from the fact that the actual professional
receivers on the roster, all of which he brought in, aren't very good at the moment.

There were some veteran receivers available for the Browns to bring in but general manager
Tom Heckert and Mangini undoubtedly decided to instead try and develop what they have on
the roster. That makes sense, but it's also the same road that former general manager Phil
Savage went down when he decided to start two rookies in the secondary a few seasons ago.
Eric Wright developed but Brandon McDonald did not and, not surprisingly, the Browns are not
any further ahead. Indeed they ended up having to once again replenish the secondary this last
off season.

There is no right answer to any of this. But it is these little things that are the most frustrating
part of a team that is still in the early development stage playing against teams far more mature.

*%*
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