Cleveland Cavaliers Basketball

The last two nights the Cavaliers reminded some of us of a cat that catches a mouse, brings it
inside to the bathtub, and bats it around until the cat gets bored or the mouse dies. One of
these nights the mouse is going to get that cat by the throat. It wasn't Wednesday night in
Philadelphia though. The Cavs again got out to a double digit lead, again gave all of it up and
again found themselves having to find the will and the energy to get back into the fight and win
the ballgame in the last two minutes. Brian McPeek tells us about it.
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LeBron James and Mo Williams hit a couple of huge shots each down the stretch
to enable the Cavaliers to slip out of Philadelphia with a 108-101 win. The good
news is that the Cavaliers went on the road for the second game of a
back-to-back and won the ballgame. The bad news is they let a team that's now
lost nine of their last ten games to stay in it to the bitter end.

James scored 36 points in 40 minutes to go with his six rebounds and seven
assists. Williams led a balanced bunch of James supporters with 12 points while
the Cavs also got 10 points apiece from J.J. Hickson and Shaquille O'Neal. Once
again, what energy the Cavs did exhibit came in the person of Anderson Varejao.
AV scored 11 points in 28 minutes and also gathered eight rebounds. Varejao has
his detractors, who are less than impressed with his flopping and with his
unwillingness to ever acknowledge a foul, but Varejao's passion for the game
can't be denied and neither can the life he injects into the team when he takes the
court. You'd hope that enthusiasm is at some point contagious but right now you
take what you can get from Varejao himself.

Andre Iguodala led Philadelphia with 26 points and he got some help from Allen
lverson and Thaddeus Young who each poured in 16 for the 76ers.

Takeaways

- The play of the game had to be James intercepting a pass
intended for Iguodala near the mid court line, dribbling the ball of
lguodala's foot, gathering it back in on the right wing and then dribbling
into the corner for a three pointer that tied the game with about four
minutes remaining.

The Cavs were down three at the time and Philadelphia had a chance
to make it a two possession game and put a stranglehold on
momentum right up until the point Iverson made that ill-advised pass
and James shockingly hit the three point shot while the rest of the Cavs
were still watching from the 76ers side of the court.
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Williams followed that sequence up with two straight makes, one of
which was a three that gave the Cavaliers a five point lead that they
wouldn't relinquish.

- It has to be said: the Cavaliers need to step it up in all facets of the
game. They have one of the game's great closers in James but this is a
team that's looked disinterested far too often in the past couple of
weeks. You can point to the fact that they haven't had much practice
time in those two weeks, the on again, off again status of Delonte West
or that they're still looking to build chemistry with some new parts and
pieces. But to come out against what can only be described as bad
basketball teams in New Jersey and Philadelphia and simply go through
the motions, get waxed repeatedly in transition and have to scurry and
claw to win games in which they should coast, well, that's an issue.

Six of the next eight games come against NBA powers (Dallas,
Phoenix, the Lakers, Houston and Atlanta twice) and the Cavs aren't
going to have the luxury of slopping around and getting a win.
Especially on the road which is where they'll see Dallas, Phoenix, LA
and Atlanta.

Some may see that as being a bit hard on a team that's 19-7 on the
season but anyone watching this team play in the last two weeks knows
it's not firing on all cylinders at the moment.

- New Philadelphia Phillies ace Roy Halladay was shown a few
times enjoying the game at the Wachovia Center. Must be doing okay
financially to afford those seats.

- Daniel Gibson continues to impress when he's healthy enough to
dress. Gibson went 3-4 from the field Wednesday night for nine points.
All three makes were from at least 23 feet, 9 inches. What's impressive
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is that Gibson took those four shots in 27 minutes of play. That's
indicative of the fact other areas of Gibson's game have improved
enough to meet the approval of Head Coach Mike Brown. Gibson tallied
a coupe rebounds, an assist and a steal and did a serviceable job on
lverson when he was matched up on the future Hall of Famer.

They Got Next

The Cavs are off Thursday and then meet the Milwaukee Bucks
at ‘The Q' for an 8pm ESPN tip on Friday night.

After that ballgame it's off on a west coast roadie with the first
stop in Dallas on Sunday night. The Christmas day match up
with Kobe and the Lakers is after the Cavs visit Phoenix on

Monday night and then Sacramento on Wednesday evening.
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