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The marathon has been reduced to a final jog to the finish line. With 159 games in the books,
just three remain before the Indians pack up their lockers and head their separate ways until
mid-February. This series could mark the final time Shin-Soo Choo, Chris Perez, Justin
Masterson, and various others don an Indians uniform. Will this be the final series that Sandy
Alomar Jr. manages in the third base dugout at Progressive Field? A lot of uncertainty lies
ahead for the players who will be taking the field for this series against the Chicago White Sox.

  

In the present, however, the Indians still have three games left to play and a chance to end the
White Sox season. Trailing by three games with three games to play, a White Sox loss or a
Tigers win will decide the American League Central Division champion. The White Sox would
need to sweep the Indians and the Tigers would have to be swept by the Royals for there to be
a one-game playoff. With the Tigers/Royals series opener beginning at 8:10 p.m. ET, the
Indians could end the White Sox season as early as Monday night.

  

The image of Ozzie Guillen holding his hands to his throat during the Indians’ 2005 choke job
during the final week of the season still sticks in the mind of fans, even though very few players
from that Indians team are still around and Guillen has moved on to Miami. In any event, there
has to be some level of satisfaction for preventing a division foe from going to the playoffs.

      

Perhaps more than that, the Indians just want to ride this mini-wave of momentum into the
offseason. They have won back-to-back series for the first time since June 28-July 4 and some
positive vibes after August’s epic collapse would be good for the psyche. After going 5-24 in
August, the Indians can finish off a .500 September/October if they sweep the White Sox. It may
sound pretty impossible, but the White Sox have nothing left to play for if they lose on Monday
night.
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While the Indians are playing as good as they have played in a couple of months, the White Sox
are freefalling. After winning five straight to open their lead up to push their lead to three games
on September 18, the White Sox have lost 10 of 12. It puts the Indians collapse in perspective.
At least they didn’t fall apart when it really mattered.

  

Here are the pitching matchups for the final series of the 2012 season:

  

Monday October 1, 7:05 p.m. ET; TBD v. Corey Kluber (2-4, 5.02)

  

As of Monday morning, the White Sox had not named a starter for the series opener. Some
sources are listing Hector Santiago, though that was dependent on their position in the playoff
picture. The White Sox have yet to make a formal announcement of who will start. With Monday
an absolute must-win, it’s hard to say who will start for the Sox. It will likely be either Hector
Santiago or Francisco Liriano.

  

Corey Kluber takes the mound for the final time in 2012, looking to build off being the winning
pitcher in his last start against the White Sox. It was the best start of Kluber’s career, going
seven innings and allowing just two runs in a 4-3 victory. Kluber has pitched his way into serious
consideration for this rotation in 2013 based on his performance. He’ll have one final shot to
impress.

  

Kluber is 0-3 in six home starts this season with a 5.17 ERA. He has faced the White Sox twice
in his career, once in 2011 in relief, and his last start on September 25.
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Tuesday October 2, 7:05 p.m. ET; Jake Peavy (11-12, 3.37) v. Justin Masterson (11-15,
5.03)

  

Jake Peavy reasserted himself as a very good starting pitcher this season after battling a lot of
injuries in recent years. The White Sox have already said that they will decline Peavy’s $22M
option for 2013 and he may be available on the free agent market. Showing the ability to throw
over 200 innings and post a very respectable ERA in a ballpark not favorable to pitchers, Peavy
will be trying to finish the year with a .500 record, though it should be a lot better. He is just 4-7
with a 4.05 ERA since the All-Star break, showing some signs of wear, but this could be his final
start in the black and white.

  

Justin Masterson’s nightmare season will come to an end on Tuesday night. After taking steps
toward becoming an ace in 2011, Masterson has been battered more often than not in 2012, as
evidenced by his 5.03 ERA and 1.47 WHIP. One of the biggest anomalies in Masterson’s
season was his home/road split. With a home ERA of 3.75 and a road ERA of 6.40, it really has
been a frustrating year for the big righty. He’ll try to end the season on a good note against a
team he has had success against.

  

Peavy is 4-3 with a 4.32 ERA in nine career starts against the Indians. In four starts at
Progressive Field, Peavy is 2-1 with a 4.05 ERA. Masterson is just 4-5 in 18 appearances, 14
starts, against the White Sox, but with a 2.77 ERA. This season, Masterson hasn’t been very
good, allowing the White Sox to bat .330 off of him and with as many walks as strikeouts.
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Wednesday October 3, 7:05 p.m. ET; Gavin Floyd (11-11, 4.47) v. David Huff (3-0, 2.86)  Gavin Floyd and David Huff will meet in what should be the final game of the 2012 season forboth teams. For the White Sox, it is a season that probably ends in disappointment, blowing athree-game lead with just two weeks left in the season. For the Indians, there’s likely a sense ofrelief, as the slate starts clean in April.  Floyd has had quite the up-and-down season, shining at times and looking awful at times. Hehas yet to take the step forward that the White Sox were hoping for, as he has consistently beenaround .500 with an ERA above four. Floyd has made 14 starts against the Indians in his careerand is 7-4 with a 4.70 ERA.  David Huff, who is the scheduled starter because of Ubaldo Jimenez’s sprained ankle, appearsto get one more shot at impressing the front office entering the winter. Huff has given up fourruns in 11 innings as a starter this season, both of his starts against the Royals. In fiveappearances, four starts, against the White Sox, Huff has been knocked around, posting a 6.95ERA and allowing 29 hits in 22 innings.  Keys to the Series:  1. Slam the Door on the Sox – Take it out of Detroit’s hands and beat Chicago on Mondaynight. End their season. It’ll be seven years too late, and a lot of the faces from 2005 are gone,but it’s still a small bit of vindication.  2. Positive Vibes – Nobody will sugarcoat this season based on the final few games, but itwould be nice to enter the offseason with a decent stretch of play to end the year. Unlike inseasons past, the front office shouldn’t be fooled by anybody’s September performance.Nobody has excelled more than they should. The team has just played better.  3. For the Fans – With a three-game weekday series, the promotional schedule says it’s timefor fan appreciation. The ones who are still there are the ones who will always be there. Theones who continue to stand by this organization will eventually get what they deserve. Thoseare the ones who will be at or will be watching these final games.  Player to Watch:  The player to watch for this series is Shin-Soo Choo. This is likely the last chance we’ll have tosee Choo patrol right field in an Indians uniform. They say that you don’t know what you got ‘tilit’s gone. It’ll be that way with Choo. He has been an incredibly consistent performer, except forhis difficult 2011 season, with the Indians. He’s smart enough to realize what’s going on. Itwould be nice to see him have a big series.  Wishful Thinking:  Win Monday night. Whatever happens after that happens. But, keep the White Sox out of theplayoffs.  Central Focus:  The Tigers head to Kansas City. Minnesota travels to Toronto.  One Last Thing...:  I’d like to thank each and every one of you for reading these previews and recaps this season.It’s been my pleasure to write about this team, even on their worst days. No matter my sarcastictone, my self-deprecation, or my running jokes with the “Waiting For Next Year” paper bag guyor the other things I have done, I stand by this team. One day, we’ll be rewarded for our loyalsupport. Hopefully it’s sooner rather than later.
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