Cleveland Indians Baseball

It's not often that | go to an Indians game and go the duration of the game without hearing
somebody say something stupid or completely wrong about baseball. Wednesday was not the
exception. The Indians trailed 2-1 in the second inning against Justin Verlander and the Tigers.
Mark Reynolds singled to left and Ryan Raburn drove Torii Hunter to the wall in right field to
single on a ball that Hunter should have caught. The Indians had two on and nobody out with
Yan Gomes coming to the plate.

Let’s evaluate the entire scenario. Ubaldo Jimenez was on the mound for the Indians and he
didn’t look sharp. The Tigers were going to score more runs. Yan Gomes unsuccessfully tried to
bunt last Monday in the 10th inning before hitting a walk-off three-run homer. Gomes entered
this at bat hitting .302 with a .642 slugging percentage. Verlander, for once, was not sharp and
had just given up a 385-foot fly ball to a guy who has had below average power throughout his
career, averaging one home run every 28.2 at bats. Oh, yeah, and IT'S THE SECOND INNING.

Gomes fouled off the first pitch. “WHY ISN'T HE BUNTING?!” a voice roared to my left. Rather
than confuse this guy with the long list of reasons why Gomes shouldn’t be asked to bunt in this
situation, | watched eagerly, hoping Gomes would crush a three-run shot to prove this guy
wrong. Gomes worked the count to 3-1 before hitting a laser beam to left center that Andy Dirks
ran down for the first out. Michael Bourn would follow with a single that plated Reynolds easily
and sent Ryan Raburn to third with one out. Jason Kipnis struck out, Asdrubal Cabrera walked,
and Michael Brantley grounded out to end the inning.

Compiled by Tom Tango, the run expectancy matrix presents both the average number of runs
from that point to the end of the inning and the percentage chance (in decimal values) of a run
being scored given the number and placement of baserunners.
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On the left is the average number of runs scored in a given scenario through the end of the
inning. On the right is the percentage chance of a run scoring at some point in the inning.

Base Runners 1993-2010

1B | 2B | 3B 0 outs | 1 outs | 2 outs

0.544 10291 |0.112

3=l SRR 0.941|0.562 |0.245
2B 1.170]0.721 | 0.348
1B |2B 1.556 0963|0471

3B 1.435|0.989 | 0.385

1B 3B 1.85511.211]0.530

2B |3B | (2050|1447 |0.626

IB |2B |3B | |2.390|1.631|0.814
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Base Runners 1993-2010

1B |2B |3B | |0 outs |1 outs |2 outs
| | 0.29310.172|0.075
1IB|__ | __ 0441 (0284 10.135
__|2B | _ 0637 (0418|0230
B [2B | 0.643 |10.429 | 0237
_|_I3B| |0853]|0674]0.270
IB|  |3B | |0.868 |0.652|0288
__|2B |3B | |0.866|0.698 |0.280
1B 2 3B | |0.87710.679 .334

Runs/Game Inning

3.50

3.50

Bottom ofthe second  Runners on first and second

Bottom of the second | Runners on second and third

The Situation

Bases

Win Pri
Outs Score Diff Home Team
0 -1 0.5304
1 -1 0.5286

B Rdhraiekinadunads Brorinadt fivitiiviid esmn@ mirmard dnb f IR SR Gnmiarsikhia ka1 ud His Aol drmnine o

Runs/Game Inning

3.50

3.50

Bottom of the second Runners on secand and third

The Situation

Bases

Elclttnm IIIT the secnnd Runners on first and secaond

Runs/iGame Inning

3.50

3.50

Bottom of the second | Bunners on second and third

Win Pr

Outs Score Diff Home Team
1 -1 0.5286
1 -1 0.4645
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TIIE Situation

Bases

Bottom l:lf’[hﬂi secnnl:l Eunners cln frst and secnnd

Win Pr
Outs Score Diff Home Team

1 -1 0.5286

0 0 0.6478
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