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They hated each other. It was hardly a secret, from their days in the National League in the
early 1960s. Gaylord Perry had been the talented pitcher of the San Francisco Giants; Frank
Robinson, the five-tool outfielder of the Cincinnati Reds.

The narrative came easily: the fiery, outspoken black child of the U.S. civil-rights era vs. the
white farm boy from the deep South. But was that fair?

By 1974, each player had been at the top of his profession. Frank Robinson was a 14-time All
Star who had been MVP in both leagues. He won the American League Triple Crown in 1966. |
t's had to believe today how such a player could be underrated. Once Hank Aaron passed Babe
Ruth on the career home run list, a full generation of fans could recite the top four. Aaron, Ruth,
Mays, and Frank Robinson. His career was one for the ages.

Gaylord Perry had been acquired by the Cleveland Indians after the 1971 season. The Giants
coveted the elite power arm of the Tribe’s Sam McDowell, and
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