
Cleveland Indians Baseball

In the 1970 Major League Baseball All Star Game, Cleveland Indians rookie catcher Ray Fosse
and the Cincinnati Reds’ hustling Pete Rose had a date with destiny…

  

-Nah. To fellow Indians fans (and I am looking you squarely in the eye), my solemn vow is this:
what follows will not be the typical account of Pete Rose running over Ray Fosse in the 1970 All
Star game (ironically, a play featuring more body contact than can be found in an NFL Pro
Bowl). A Bing search will turn up three dozen of these articles for you whenever you like. And as
you are aware, they sprout anew with the backyard clover every July.

      

***

  

Raymond Earl Fosse was born April 4, 1947 in Marion, Illinois…

  

-Nope, not doing a Wikipedia-style piece on the guy, either. These are also everywhere. You
find them scattered among the
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 heroic tales of The Great Pete Rose starring in the 1970 All Star Game, like crabgrass amidstthe clover.  ***  A key member of the 1972-’73 World Champion Oakland Athletics, Ray Fosse…  -No. That is noteworthy, but we are Cleveland. There will be no emphasis on 1970s baseballteam season accomplishments around here, mister. These articles pop up occasionally, like thestray oak or maple sprouts you suddenly notice growing out near the fence, on the bare patchby the compost pile. (Pull those. They only seem worthy of attention.)  ***  Most of the patrons attending Jacobs Field that day appeared to meander aimlessly about. Itwas the summer of 1994, the ballpark’s inaugural season, and we all were processing thebeauty of the place. “I can’t believe this is in Cleveland…”  It was my first pilgrimage to the new park. As with any watershed moment, it doesn’t seem aslong ago as the period immediately preceding it. ’94 seems like five years ago, while the Indiansgames I attended at Municipal Stadium in 1993 seem

 much further in the past.  When our group settled into our seats, my mother got the attention of my brother Roger and me.She’d bought a ticket for us to “announce” an inning of the game. It would be recorded for us,on an audiocassette. At a certain point in the game vs. the Oakland A’s, we were to report to anusher, and receive an escort to a booth behind the plate.  The trip to the booth alone was compelling, compared to what we were used to. I particularlyrecall looking down on the interior bar area as we approached.  The window of the announcer booth was incredibly close to home plate. On the table weresheets full of statistics that were available to the guest ‘announcers’. Roger and I made nopretense that we were actually calling play-by-play; I guess we were both ‘color-analysts’. Morelike unapologetic, unashamed homers – these Indians were good, a lineup of mashers withspeed and swagger. Why would we want to dampen that?  As we took our seats, we continued to look around. The wall to the adjacent booth was clearPlexiglas, and there obviously were some legitimate radio guys there. I did a double-take – thequick, casual smile was familiar. Wasn’t that Ray Fosse? Yeah… he played for Oakland some.He must be an A’s announcer…  

Before “The Collision” (as it would have been labeled had it occurred in the 1980s or later), RayFosse’s MLB comparison was Reds catcher Johnny Bench. In other words, his projected ceilingcould not have been higher. Fosse had not been directly scouted by the Indians when hegraduated from high school, so he was surprised when they selected him with their first pick(number 7 overall) in the 1965 draft. (This was the first ever amateur draft.) Houston Astrosscouts had paid him the most visits, but the Tribe was a subscriber to a scouting service thatrecommended Fosse.  From the end of 1965 through 1967, Fosse rose through the minor leagues, never shedding his“can’t miss” label. He debuted with the big league Tribe in September of 1967, collecting his firstand only major league hit of the year. He spent the 1968 season back in Portland, where hestarred along with fellow prospect Lou Piniella. 1969 saw Fosse, Duke Sims, Kenny Suarez andholdover Joe Azcue battling for playing time. Just as the season began, however, Azcue wastraded to the Boston Red Sox in the deal that brought flashy OF/1B Ken “Hawk” Harrelson toCleveland. Fosse, wearing number 8, backed up Sims before fracturing his right index finger.That sidelined him for much of the season. (That same injury, to the same finger, would occur atleast twice more in Fosse’s career.) In 1970, Sims and Fosse began the season in a platoon. Bythe end of April, Fosse seized the full-time catcher role.  
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In the spring of 1970, the Indians would stumble out of the gate. But first baseman Tony Horton,third baseman Graig Nettles and catcher Ray Fosse flashed the promise of the core of acontender. I found a game, on May 21, in which all three of them played a part in an offensiveexplosion. Journeyman Bob Miller was the Tribe’s starting pitcher, and he was going up againstthe Boston Red Sox of Carl Yastrzemski (the 1967 AL Triple Crown winner), Tony Conigliaro,Rico Petrocelli and Reggie Smith. Pitching for Boston was the flaky lefty, and future Clevelandbasher, Bill “Spaceman” Lee.  Top of the 1st: Miller worked out of trouble, as CF Reggie Smith hit a one-out, ground-ruledouble and LF Yaz walked. RF “Tony C” took a called third strike, before the 3B Petrocellipopped out to Horton at first.  

Bottom of the 1st: Tribe CF Ted Uhlaender and 2B Eddie Leon grounded out to second and toshort. Solid veteran RF Vada Pinson singled past short. Horton singled to center, movingPinson to second. Fosse also singled to center, plating Pinson. After 1, 1-0Tribe.  The Red Sox went quietly in the 2nd. In the bottom of the inning, the Indians threatened as SSJacke Heidemann doubled to right and Miller walked. They were stranded.  Moving to the 4th, Miller walked Yaz, leading off. Tony C’s single to left put runners on thecorners. Miller induced Petrocelli to ground into a double play, with Yaz scoring.  The Indians could not muster a response in their half of the inning. After 4, 1-1 Tie.  Fast forward to the bottom of the 5th. Facing the Indians was Vicente Romo, whom had beentraded to these Red Sox by the Indians the previous year in the Harrelson deal. (Harrelson wasnow on the injured list.)  Romo walked Uhlaender (never a sound move, but especially leading off an inning). Leonbunted to the pitcher, advancing the runner. Romo issued the intentional free pass to Pinson,and then walked Horton. Ray Fosse up. GRAND SLAM! (Fosse may have won some 1970 AllStar votes, right here). After Ray Jarvis was brought on to replace Lee, Nettles jacked one outas well. In fact, the Indians score three more runs after that. Ken Brett (Hall of Famer George’sbrother) was brought on to retire Pinson for the final out. (Imagine if Leon hadn’t bunted awaythe first out of the inning. Also, I wonder how often a hitter who sacrifices also hits an RBIdouble in the same inning- which he did.) After 5, 10-1 Tribe.  The Tribe’s Dennis Higgins walked Yaz to lead off the 6th, and with two outs, yielded a homerun to slugging 1B George Scott. After that, Higgins loaded the bases on two singles and a walkto the pitcher.  Vince Colbert was called upon to get the last out. Instead, two wild pitches, a single, and a walklater, Indians manager Al Dark lifted him as well.  On came veteran pitcher Dick Ellsworth (acquired from Boston in that Harrelson deal). Heretired Yaz on a liner to right. Middle of 6, 10-6 Tribe.  Boston tacked on a run in the 8th, but that was pretty much all she wrote. The ClevelandIndians won, 10-7  towin their thirteenth of thirty three games. Ray Fosse finished 2 for 4, with a walk and 2 runsscored. He drove in 5 runs, and his grand slam was his second home run of the season.

  Ray Fosse was named to the American League All Star team by Oriole manager Earl Weaver,as the backup to the Tigers’ Bill Freehan. By the break, he’d hit .313 with 16 home runs and 45RBI. He’d hit in 23 straight games as well, which represented the longest streak in that league in9 seasons.  Fosse entered the All Star game in the 5th inning. In the 6th, he singled to right, and was buntedover to second by McDowell. Yaz drove him in for the game’s first run. The National Leaguewould score three times in the bottom of the ninth to tie the game and send it into extra innings.  You probably know what happened in the bottom of the 12th. The Chicago Cubs’ Jim Hickmansingled with Pete Rose at second base. Rose sprinted (he always sprinted) around third, andcoach Leo Durocher was sending him home. CF Amos Otis of the Kansas City Royals sent astrong throw home, and it was coming in a couple steps up the third base line. Ray Fosse stoodthere for the throw, and just as it arrived, Rose barreled into him and scored. Fosse wenttumbling, and his glove and the ball were separated. The National League won, to theCincinnati crowd’s glee.  These days, Fosse would have received an MRI of his shoulder, in addition to the X-ray thatwas taken at a Cincinnati hospital. The X-ray did not show any damage, but that was only dueto the inflammation that obscured the fracture. Much later, a second X-ray revealed theproblem, but the bone had partially healed incorrectly and needed to be broken again and reset.  
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Even though he could not lift his arm after the All Star contest, Fosse started the next game, inKansas City. He wasn’t going to ask out of the lineup, and Dark wasn’t going to ask him if hewas hurt. Fosse did hit close to .300 in the second half of the season, but his home runproduction was reduced to almost nothing. It was amazing that he actually hit two homers with abroken shoulder.  Unsurprisingly, Pete Rose has spoken about the collision dozens of times. He points out thatwhile Fosse did not miss any playing time, he missed three games due to a bruised knee. Rosesaid he tried to avoid hitting Fosse; he also said if he didn’t run into him, he’d never be able toface his father. These days, Fosse seems to have a bit of a chip on his shoulder over feeling asthough it was intentional. As for the talkative Rose, the phrase that comes to mind is, "Methinkshe dost protest too much."  Ray Fosse was an effective catcher for several seasons after 1970. Maybe not JohnnyBench-quality, but still. Unfortunately, his list of injuries suffered began to grow, putting him outof action for stretches and hindering his production.  He did make the All Star game again, in 1971 (along with winning his second Gold Glove). Hereceived a lot of credit from Indians ace Gaylord Perry in 1972, when Perry won the Cy YoungAward on the strength of a 24-16 record with a 1.92 ERA.  Fosse was traded by the Indians in 1973, with Jack Heidemann, to Oakland for OF GeorgeHendrick and C Dave Duncan. He won a couple rings there, and suffered a few more injuries(including a vertebrae fracture sustained when he broke up a fight between Reggie Jackson andBill North). In 1976, he returned to the Indians. Once fellow catcher Alan Ashby was traded toToronto in 1977, Fosse became the regular Tribe catcher again. That was the year he caught 

Dennis Eckersley’s no-hitter. When manager Frank Robinson was fired, Fosse was traded tothe expansion Seattle Mariners and wound his career down there.  Tony Horton waged a battle with anxiety issues, and soon retired. Graig Nettles was traded tothe New York Yankees to make room at third base for the young Buddy Bell. Apparently, therewas no room (or rather, money) for too many good ballplayers on those early 1970s Indiansteams.  Ray Fosse has returned to Cleveland multiple times every season, as a radio broadcaster forthe A’s.  Tribe fans’ memory of his promise, and his effort, are a constant. As is the chronic painin his shoulder.  ***Hey, follow me on Twitter!    http://twitter.com/googleeph2    #thanks  Sources included baseball-reference.com; http://reds.enquirer.com/1998/06/060598fosse.html ;http://sabr.org/bioproj/person/b8e6733a; Wikipedia; Tribe All-Star Moments: Ray Fosse, 1970 by Ryan @ LetsGoTribe on July 6,2011;All Star Game Memories: Rose Vs. Fosse, http://www.foxsportsohio.com/06/27/12/All-Star-Game-memories-Rose-vs-Fosse/landing_reds.html?blockID=752494; The Curse of Rocky Colavito, Terry Pluto; Bowled Over/A Collision with Pete Rose in the 1970All Star Game Changed Ray Fosse’s Career, Ron Kroichick, San Francisco Chronicle.  
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