Cleveland Indians Baseball

Traditionally, teams not in the MLB Playoffs shy away from making big headline news-type
announcements during the MLB Playoffs. Out of respect for the game and the teams still
playing, let the games being played on the field garner the headlines.

Of course that doesn't stop us from making small talk about our Tribe team, because behind the
scenes, they are talking, and after their exit a little over a week ago, they have done a little bit of
shaking up.

And trust me, there are plenty of storylines that are worth laying out before the offseason
officially begins, because as we've learned in the past few years, this team is pretty quick to
strike. Whether it is trading for Derek Lowe or trading for Yan Gomes and Mike Aviles, if this
team identifies something they want to do, they do it quickly.

But here's where the momentum that leads you to believe | was going to jump into offseason
chatter crashes right into a brick wall. Because I'm just not feeling it.

Wait, what?

I'm incredibly amped for 2014, don't get me wrong. It cannot get here soon enough. The way
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that this team finished their season, | wish April Fool's day was tomorrow and baseball was right
around the corner, even though there are still teams playing.

And postseason baseball. How can you not be incredibly enthralled with the games on
Saturday. Two 1-0 games, with four incredible pitching performances and a margin of error for
both teams that was virtually at zero. Granted, two teams in the American League are none that
people in Cleveland generally enjoy and the common answer to the question "Who would you
prefer won?" is "Option 3".

| haven't been able to get into any of the games. Not since the Pirates/Reds game have |
watched a game in it's entirety, Cleveland/Tampa included. Having had to work, | taped the
game and planned on going back to watch it. But it became too painful. | watched parts. You
saw me recap things as normal, but quite frankly, | couldn't make it.

And since that game, I've watched some postseason baseball, mainly the Pirates/Cardinals
series out of rooting interest for the Pirates. | know, you probably hate anything Pittsburgh. But
they've been having a miserable time just as much as we have. It's no 64 year drought that will
soon turn to 65 at the end of the month, but they haven't had a lot to cheer about lately. Not to
mention, with family that has a rooting interest in the Pirates, | feel like if there was anything that
was going to save the postseason for me, it would have been the Pirates.

Not that it would have completely been saved, but at least a reason to watch. Now, do | care
about Boston and Detroit? | mean, if you forced my hand, Boston is the lesser of two evils, and
in the NL, I could probably care less.

The Dodgers are an uninteresting team to me, and the Cardinals? | mean, | guess you have the
makings of a dynasty the way they are going.

Look, there's some awesome baseball being played. I've watched religiously in years past.
Quite frankly though, it is hard to watch since Cleveland's exit. It has been hard for me to get
into it and what | simply need is a clean slate. A clean slate that is months away.
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Sure, offseason chatter is a clean slate, but it just feels too fresh. Last week! The Indians were
playing postseason baseball last week. And this week, they aren't.

I've been pretty quiet in that time. Both here on the blog and on Twitter. As I've said, it just
hasn't struck me to say something. But perhaps it is time to try and break out of that funk. There
are some things | can spin the wheels on if | give myself the push. So let's try this with the help
of some good reading material.

I've read some pretty awesome things in the past week. The debate on Chief Wahoo has been
picking up a new-found steam

with some political comments involving the Washington Redskins, and therefore, guilt by
association, the Cleveland Indians comes up. Not to mention, the consistent showing of the fans
that painted their faces to look like Chief Wahoo on national television, that might have spurred
just a little bit of conversation before hand.

Chief Wahoo is something I've shied away from getting involved in. I'm a fan of the Block C. If it
were to suddenly become the logo that represents the Cleveland franchise and Chief Wahoo
went away forever, I'm not going to be one of the people that pitches a fit. I'm more concerned
with the product on the field, so taking away a logo that offends people isn't going to make me
upset. Regardless of what your opinion is, you cannot deny facts and facts are, it is offensive to
some group of people, legitimately.

A wonderfully written piece was penned over at WENY , so if that debate is your scene, I'd
usher you to read it. If things move in a direction, a real direction, with the team making a choice
to change or what not, you know I'll touch up on it. But for now, the debate is just that, a debate.
It has been a debate for years now and likely, people's opinions have not and will not change.
Of course, time has progressed that has only intensified things, but again, that's not really my
scene. Maybe it will be at some point, but not right now.

Last week was really a fun week in Cleveland because it was one of the few times there was a
real buzz about both the Indians and the Browns. Of course there is going to be more buzz
about the football team because it is a football town, even though | noted the incredible buzz
around the Indians. But really, the Browns playing on Thursday and the Indians the night before.
Both winners? The Browns had a chance to move into first place, the Indians, move onto the
next round. I'm no Browns fan, but Cleveland people had every right to be giddy.
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http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2013/10/03/stay-classy-indians-fans-who-paint-their-faces-with-racist-caricatures/
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2013/10/03/stay-classy-indians-fans-who-paint-their-faces-with-racist-caricatures/
http://www.waitingfornextyear.com/2013/10/its-time-to-say-goodbye-to-chief-wahoo/
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Grantland's Andrew Sharp visited , attended both games, and gave a bit of an outsider's insider
perspective. And while you should read the article and can find other opinions on his piece, |
have just one thing | need to point out and rant about.

"As far as | can tell, 50,000 people cut out of work early Wednesday, threw on some Indians
gear, and went down to get drunk and celebrate playoff baseball. By 5 p.m. Wednesday, all of
the bars downtown were full in the kind of way that can't possibly be up to fire code."

Don't tell me the economy sucks, that fans have no money, and that people have better things
to spend their money on. You want to know why? Because | don't have never bought that
argument. Fans are there, fans want to cheer on a winner and fans will support a winner. This
proves it.

We have no excuses anymore. Opening Day will be sold out, it always is. But the day after
better be pretty full too. Some random game against the Twins on a Tuesday night in April
doesn't have to have 25,000, that isn't what I'm saying. But things better get better. There are
no more excuses when you have a team that has proven they have staying power. This team
has committed to winning and should have another offseason that shows they are doing
everything possible within their capabilities.

Step up Cleveland. Because the Indians have stepped up for Cleveland, it is time to step up for
them next year. If you followed this team from the very start all the way through to the end, you
know how real this team can be.

Of course 2007 taught us a lot. And that you can't stick with the same formula for 2008 because
that just won't work. But as noted, there is already some looking ahead to 2014. One of those is
Jason Giambi's status. The Indians have now joined Giambi in publicly stating feelings. They'd
like him back

. And they'd like him around for a long time, not just next year. Of course not in a playing
capacity, but in another fashion. That is a different bridge to cross though after you get across
this one and travel the road after it.
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http://www.grantland.com/blog/the-triangle/post/_/id/76925/a-field-trip-to-believeland
http://mlb.mlb.com/news/article/cle/indians-want-jason-giambi-to-return-and-vice-versa?ymd=20131010&amp;content_id=62773290&amp;vkey=news_cle
http://mlb.mlb.com/news/article/cle/indians-want-jason-giambi-to-return-and-vice-versa?ymd=20131010&amp;content_id=62773290&amp;vkey=news_cle
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Next year's coaching staff isn't even complete, because while it is, it isn't. Sandy Alomar Jr. is
making the rounds for yet another year and if this isn't the year for him, shoot, when will it be?
He's up for a Cubs job he lost out on a few years ago, and so is former Indians manager Manny
Acta.

But if Sandy doesn't find anything anywhere, he'll be back in Cleveland and he'll be shuffled
over to first base. That's right, the Indians are replacing him as bench coach with Brad Mills.
Sarbaugh will be at third. That of course would have been the natural progression had the
Indians lost Alomar outright and hadn't made these switches.

Some will look at is as a demotion because first base isn't as crucial as third base and of course
bench coach is likely "second in command" but it doesn't appear to be that way. This was made
pretty quickly, so it leads me to believe it had already been kind of going on.

Nino is in full baseball mode here and onl The Tribe Daily , his own Indians blog. Don't miss all
the fun, photoshopped Indians players, and LOL Tribe ridiciulousness.

Follow @TheTribeDaily
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http://cleveland.indians.mlb.com/news/article.jsp?ymd=20131007&amp;content_id=62640272&amp;notebook_id=62639824&amp;vkey=notebook_cle&amp;c_id=cle
http://www.thetribedaily.com
http://twitter.com/TheTribeDaily

