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We're getting down to the nitty gritty, as Tony's countdown of the Top 100 Prospects in the
Cleveland Indians organization moves into the Top 40. Today's quintent of potentially future
Indians consists of five pitchers, one of who will open the season in the starting rotation at the
Tribe's new AAA affiliate in Columbus (Frank Herrmann), and another who could potentially
start the season in the Columbus bullpen (Erik Stiller).

i

My 2009 Cleveland Indians Top 100 Prospects &amp,; More
book is now available.l Click on the hyperlink for all the
details, and to order it just go to my website and click
on the form to the top right to complete the order with a check
or credit card.ll If you wish to send a check or money order by
US Mail, please contact me at
tlastoria@indiansprospectinsider.com

and | will verify the order and provide my full mailing address for
you so send payment.l]

We continue today with #40-36 in the Indians Top 100 Prospect
Countdown. Here are the earlier rankings:

100. Brian Juhl (C)

99. Brad Hinkle (RHP)
98. Mark Thompson (SS)
97. Adam Davis (C/INF)
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96. Adam White (OF)

95. Jerad Head (INF/OF)
94. Brock Simpson (1B/OF)
93. Ryan Blair (OF)

92. Dustin Realini (INF/OF)
91. Shawn Nottingham (LHP)
90. Cirilo Cumberbatch (OF)
89. Michael McGuire (RHP)
88. Sung-Wei Tseng (RHP)
87. David Roberts (RHP)
86. Jason Smit (INF)

85. Marty Popham (RHP)
84. Jose Constanza (OF)
83. Adam Abraham (INF)
82. Isaias Velasquez (2INF)
81. Gary Campfield (RHP)
80. Heath Taylor (LHP)

79. Rich Rundles (LHP)

78. Dallas Cawiezell (RHP)
77. Robbie Alcombrack (C)
76. Carlos Moncrief (RHP)
75. Nate Recknagel (C/1B)
74. Karexon Sanchez (INF)
73. Roman Pena (OF)

72. Kyle Landis (RHP)

71. John Drennen (OF)

70. Todd Martin (1B)

69. Santo Frias (RHP)

68. Michael Finocchi (RHP)
67. Kevin Rucker (OF)
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66.
65.
64.
63.
62.
61.
60.
59.
58.
S57.
56.
55.
54.
53.
92.
51.
50.
49.
48.
47.
46.
45.
44.
43.
42.
41.

Matt Meyer (LHP)

Bo Greenwell (OF)
Paolo Espino (RHP)
Jonathan Holt (RHP)
Vinnie Pestano (RHP)
Kevin Dixon (RHP)
Randy Newsom (RHP)
Chris Nash (1B)
Carlton Smith (RHP)
Lucas Montero (OF)
Steven Wright (RHP)
Michael Aubrey (1B)
Delvi Cid (OF)

Clayton Cook (RHP)
T.J. McFarland (LHP)
Wyatt Toregas (C)
Chris Jones (LHP)
Chen-Chang Lee (RHP)
Matt Brown (OF)

Ryan Edell (LHP)

Neil Wagner (RHP)
Danny Salazar (RHP)
Jared Goedert (2B/3B)
Josh Judy (RHP)
Jeremie Tice (3B)
Joey Mahalic (RHP)

40. Erik Stiller - Right-handed Pitcher

Born: 07/10/1984 - Height: 6'5&quot; - Weight: 210 - Bats: Right -
Throws: Right
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Team Lvl
Burlington

Mahoning Vv A-
Kinston A+
Kinston A;&
Akron A
Career

tory Stille r.sig ned with the Indians as an undrafted free agen
?—’r?nceton L?nrve shortya er’ﬁ‘r 6 Drat r&dPnn 8 gtlllller
career recor 5-14"with a 3. 60 star e 9 big
Brea in that several ? t e Ind| fron offlce ersonne are 0 mer
nncetons Igent -ath et mn| name Manag ahr
g%r? |rector of asebaII Oper on ke Chernoff Chernoff
%n r were ormer teammates on t rrncet baseball team, as
hernof a§ﬂm| dernfrel er and eam ca taln |s senior year in
2003 when Stiller wasa res m n artr 6pated In the Arizona_Fall
eagﬂe gornﬁg -1 wi .1 Innings allowed 27 hits,
s and had 16 strrkeouts In 13 relref arp ranc He also had a’

S.

fan stic finish t{o the seas st year whe er g rough start gettin
%ccf]?mated to h1rs callup to % S\ Akron in earlyﬂ\/lay,gfrom ju%e 26g
hrough the pla offs in 39 total innings had a 2.05 ERA, 10.4 K/9, 3.2
BSOS SRR 9

Stren ths & 0 ortunltles Stiller is puilt rock solid gfter gaflnlng
nso w as eason an |swor Ing hard this o ses
0 f t t di king hard this oft
0 % more ulk |s rame dication, in.im rovrn
overa eysu%a stren%th has elpe add ve 00|t to h|s fas aII d he

so m ew mechanic adjus ments WhIC as e
L V?\/Ioﬁl—tly His fastball went rom a |n2 06
sour‘]to NOw. nad the astbaII tiller aIso
throwsacutter cu eball, an changeup H|s est secondary pltc IS
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his changeup, but being in the bullpen and it being a feel pitch he rarel
uses Ii. %tt?hls hetg tgat65 uop t helps h IQ|m etont Bof hitters y
ﬁtrtglhglgserl?a moving On a downward plane, andh sex

SttIIer hag had a meteoric rise in the sgstem considering he was an
%tn rafte ree e(t)%ent S|gn|nqjusta tt two ears Atter
nrshlrbg7t season at short-season Mahoning Va eo pened
season in extende rlnég érarnrn%&d was even ﬁ

acttvat d and ros ered at adv |nég|e Inston |n Iate ay. of that
vv |nce en e has impressed and moved as In t eorgg ization

ere in es t an wo ye rs time he f|n|shed urg %u e-A Akron.
His mr‘ta ca ron |s earwa:r‘ p for him, and

ru ed ther earsy but ventuag/ set %rn and was one o

s m st consiste con

nt relrevers the eh e seasr ty
al%un |n? e zone as well as usrng and mixing his stuff a little better
ich alfowed him to have succes

He can start or reI|eve but at thrsrﬁornt it Iooks Irkel_fhe Indtarns are
tty commttted to deve ogtn as a rel |ever |s over the top
de ivery can leave ver littl room for error with h |s re e e po'nt an d he
does not get a lot of left and %vt movement on his fast IS main
r|or|t fo 2009 is to continue 'working on opln a c nsistent
e ease pomt being more a%gresswe wrth ﬂba commandin
It down in the zone; and ng his chan e e also needs to mak
sure he is throwing out front as e IS pret ong

Outlook W| h hrs srze nd the way he goes bou his busrness Stiller

%wﬁtl C|m |n e la der and makr glé) e not |Ceo him, and
own as % e|n good mid reI|e %os ect. | ler's
eﬁttnat ﬂ s son is uncer a|n of the Indians
r| Ie A |ven ﬁ éam o relievers in
%;F er eves of the sy stem e ro ably will open thes ason |n the
Double-A Akron gu epen but provi e| performrn%
healthy he shoul t srgnlftcant t|me in Columbus at Some pornt th|s

season.

39. Ryan Morris - Left-handed Pitcher
Born: 01/10/1988 - Height: 6'3&quot; - Weight: 175 - Bats: Left -

Throws: Left

Year Age Team Lvl

2606 g é inator R’

18 lans R

AN 13 ée o{?nnts R

2008 29 ake gqunty A
areer
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Throws: Right

Year
2007

2008

Born: 10/26/1987 - Height: 6'2&quot; - Weight: 235 - Bats: Right -
A Lvl
19° &‘Zﬂ dians R
13 e County A
20 K?nston A+

Career
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History: PoNtlus W

43rdr nd pick the Indians in the 2006
Draft out of entzwﬁceﬁl “SeHo s ¢

otH| School(f Q). P nti ssrgn
gus}]o and did notm ke his ro esslona ol ut un aIfwa
thr u% 2007s ason. Beiore srp with n ewas et]
Cf Q CO ewgea1 [vision- IIC(enérﬁ ssourl tate ewa a foot
er|n h|g SC ﬁo who deci IS senigr year he wanted to commit
ag a]n has made an unbelievable transition to
srona aseba

Strengths & 0 ortunltles Pontiu stron ey built kid and is armed
with power stuf nd a nof ar m nta |t dt Z cts h|m a%a
altes'”'ﬂg%t%“‘ét’r%n O\ﬁvsrtI h a ags}er _Iugwnuts fas?lgall that consrstentl
clookg In at 94- 96 H and to s o ?g rR/I S some natura

cuttlng action and movement his ast all event ou he is no
L e g rter angl! e(\;/ )é baI |s artl_of a( re% ch mix w ere
S rowsaour e aII is knee-buc
ro eoltﬁ le curveb a IS a p wrt s me good de th and bite
curveba has ashar 11 5 IS a’swing-an mlss out

|tc att emator leaque level. Thﬁ deveo ment of |ss 38

c an eurp een sow since he as use ‘spannga/ an eoause he
as spent a oto time f oousrng on his fastball comm Itis a |to
that | cIearI%stll awork In rpro\% ss, and one that has 9otten alo
tartatlennﬂan in the offseason and will continue to get attention in sprlng

A big rea son for Pontius' breakthrough Iasté(ear is due o th f? har work

he pu1t In ast offseason éilng abou oun
we |% of 2/5t0 a more.s |mme oun as e menta
sk|I I %tlooléfor a major league setup roe an \)ve ootb | menta it

ne scout comsp red ‘oaJohn ettel anc} e where
emlg en ein aolo er H|s delivery Is compact an |tches
at an over-th e op an e_lso he everag(e own on h|tters well an
creates a good an% e does a.qoo g reading anl_dlw en he
sees the hltter scuffling he goes right f%rthat weakness e is able to
apply instruction well and i |s very coac

work in [nstruction n 2007, S owed| ﬁahr
season last year at S mgb R [oke o w erelg rouP? f|r%t n|ne
wit 11

ﬁp e_aranoe e.was 0 ha %O?
IS om|nat|n start for&e}? nd |ans to rem ureI){hpush h|m up
a IeveI to ad vanoe inston In ear re
competition |n the na League would r |m a better challenge,
but upon arrlvrn |n |ns on the wheeIs fel I oft,_ He was qver-excite
00 amped trugge as a result. The loss of his command
6\? IS un orn P), and was eventual y re-assigned to
Lake County in he mrddle of Augus

The Indlans were very r;é oln Pontius c(;ln |nto the seas n after his
t
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Pontlus is only 20-years oId so the strugg es h%endured at K|nst n are
nothing to w%rrg about at this 0|nt es eC|a en Ou con e(E

wasa ozth ears youn F\ he avéra a erint a]rohna
Leagu i |sa ean W|th '}ﬁ ent he IS aIr ant furth er
as a reliever than most p yers. e |norease in walks after
romotion o |nston IS roduoto t e tlgrs eing more d|s%PI|ned
n the ar0|na Le gu%, so he result of ontlusﬁuttmlg(too
pressure on himse t |ﬁns are oonalnum% 0 work with
onc nS|stent Igettln ezone ning u
brea |n ball for strikes. t|me rep eat|n sdellvery,
w ich s |ven |m some |ss es W|t |s astball comma ?1
when he lo % sure e tends t tagover rowm ar}t_iiS as
trouble du |cat|n eas 0|nt wh|% e walk

ard on oontro lin

or ed a ot W|th |nston coach éa% | g%hls
effort level and ISmo ion % ound ahn Is ormer Lake Coun
la has

heI ed him with his meoh&nlcs to get

R|tch|n coach

Im to rowte al more own |nt ezone an g[an L oin
forwar st needs Ile up innings to continue working
on his ast%altjl commangg oIeanlﬂg upphls delivery mechanics.

utlook: P ntius.came out of the g tes fstron last xear at Lake
ount bkj zzledﬁhe last four mo P easo ettin a
acupto Inston brin sfa little b|to that footbcajl nta Q

als he has the |ntens1| ocus an drive the In |ans are lgoking for
|n a gyer and he may have th | hest pr%ectlono an%/ rel |ever|n
} anss stem n IS one of th ogs ar s in the Indians minor

ue cucP ar e can harneﬁs his fastball and control 1t and
88%'.23‘% evgco pelrng re |e:\l/Jer\r/?r? ah | Sth&e%Ot?-lne[lgh?u%eoa en the
2009 seasgon In the bullpen at advanoqeg %?ngle A Kinston. P

37. Ryan Miller - Left-handed Pitcher
Born: 12/14/1986 - Height: 6'0&quot; - Weight: 195 - Bats: Left -
Throws: Left

Year Age g (? Lvl \'\'/
2007 20 L Indian R 4
20 honing Vv A- 0

2008 21 a e County A 8
areer 12
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Born 05/30/1984 Helght 64&quot - Weight: 220 Bats Left -
Throws: Right

Year Age Team Lvl W
2006 22 Lake County A 4
2007 23 Kinston A+ 11
2008 24 Kmston AK 0
24 ? A 11
24 guf alo AAA 0
areer 26
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