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Tony's countdown of the top 100 prospects in the Indians farm system continues today, and
featured in thus quintet is Stephen Head, a recent guest on Tony and Paul's Thursday night
"Smoke Signals" radio show here on the site.  Head also went deep in the Indians first spring
training game on Wednesday against the Giants.  Also included in this installment is Chuck
Lofgren, a former top ten Indians prospect, and Rob Bryson, who came over from Milwaukee in
the C.C. deal.  

My 2009 Cleveland Indians Top 100 Prospects &amp; More
book  is now available.  Click on the hyperlink for all the
details, and to order it just go to my website  and click
on the form to the top right to complete the order with a check
or credit card.  If you wish to send a check or money order by
US Mail, please contact me at 
tlastoria@indiansprospectinsider.com
and I will verify the order and provide my full mailing address for
you so send payment. 
  
We continue today with #35-31 in the Indians Top 100 Prospect
Countdown.  Here are the earlier rankings:  
  
100. Brian Juhl (C)    
99. Brad Hinkle (RHP)    
98. Mark Thompson (SS)    
97. Adam Davis (C/INF)    
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96. Adam White (OF)    
95. Jerad Head (INF/OF)    
94. Brock Simpson (1B/OF)    
93. Ryan Blair (OF)    
92. Dustin Realini (INF/OF)    
91. Shawn Nottingham (LHP)    
90. Cirilo Cumberbatch (OF)    
89. Michael McGuire (RHP)    
88. Sung-Wei Tseng (RHP)    
87. David Roberts (RHP)    
86. Jason Smit (INF)    
85. Marty Popham (RHP)    
84. Jose Constanza (OF)    
83. Adam Abraham (INF)    
82. Isaias Velasquez (2INF)    
81. Gary Campfield (RHP)    
80. Heath Taylor (LHP)    
79. Rich Rundles (LHP)    
78. Dallas Cawiezell (RHP)    
77. Robbie Alcombrack (C)    
76. Carlos Moncrief (RHP)    
75. Nate Recknagel (C/1B)    
74. Karexon Sanchez (INF)    
73. Roman Pena (OF)    
72. Kyle Landis (RHP)    
71. John Drennen (OF)    
70. Todd Martin (1B)   
69. Santo Frias (RHP)   
68. Michael Finocchi (RHP)   
67. Kevin Rucker (OF)   
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66. Matt Meyer (LHP)   
65. Bo Greenwell (OF)   
64. Paolo Espino (RHP)   
63. Jonathan Holt (RHP)   
62. Vinnie Pestano (RHP)   
61. Kevin Dixon (RHP)  
60. Randy Newsom (RHP)  
59. Chris Nash (1B)  
58. Carlton Smith (RHP)  
57. Lucas Montero (OF)  
56. Steven Wright (RHP) 
55. Michael Aubrey (1B) 
54. Delvi Cid (OF) 
53. Clayton Cook (RHP) 
52. T.J. McFarland (LHP) 
51. Wyatt Toregas (C)
50. Chris Jones (LHP)
49. Chen-Chang Lee (RHP)
48. Matt Brown (OF)
47. Ryan Edell (LHP)
46. Neil Wagner (RHP)
45. Danny Salazar (RHP)
44. Jared Goedert (2B/3B)
43. Josh Judy (RHP)
42. Jeremie Tice (3B)
41. Joey Mahalic (RHP)
40. Erik Stiller (RHP)
39. Ryan Morris (LHP)
38. Mike Pontius (RHP)
37. Ryan Miller (LHP)
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36. Frank Herrmann (RHP)

35. Bryce Stowell - Right-handed Pitcher
Born: 09/23/1986 - Height: 6'2&quot; - Weight: 205 - Bats: Right -
Throws: Right

Year Age Team Lvl W L ERA G GS SV IP H ER HR BB K BB/9 K/9 WHIP2008 21 UC Irvine C 8 3 3.26 16 15 0 88.1 82 32 9 36 101 3.7 10.3 1.342008 21 Cape Cod IND 3 1 2.36 9 6 0 45.2 32 12 4 9 58 1.8 11.4 0.90

History:  Stowell was a 22nd round pick in the 2008 Draft out ofUC-Irvine.  He was draft eligible because he was a redshirt sophomoreand 21 years old, so he had the option of returning to college foranother year or two, but the Indians pried him out of college with a$725,000 bonus. 

Strengths & Opportunities:  Stowell throws a four-pitch mix of afastball, sinker, circle changeup and slider.  The fastball currently sits at91-93 MPH and touches 95 MPH, and has the ability to add morevelocity.  His best secondary pitch is a slider that grades out as an outpitch at the next level.  In summer ball Stowell experimented with a 12-6curveball that he experienced mixed results with.  The Indians love his
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arm, and were impressed with how much more aggressive he becameout in the Cape Cod League once he was facing hitters using wood batsinstead of aluminum.  His velocity jumped up from 92-93 to 94-95, andhis breaking ball improved.   

Stowell signed late, so he did not pitch in the Indians system in 2008nor did he participate in the Instructional League in the fall because helogged so many innings over the summer playing in the Cape CodLeague.  His performance in the Cape Cod League cemented theIndians desire to sign him and make him a Cleveland Indian.  He is afierce competitor with excellent leadership abilities, which combinedwith his stuff could be the right mentality for a bullpen role down theroad.  He needs to improve and be more consistent with his commandas it is still lacking a little, but this is something the Indians believe canbe worked out as he begins working with them next year. 

Outlook:  Stowell is part of an impressive haul of power-armed collegeand high school pitching prospects the Indians were able to draft andsign last year.  Since Stowell did not pitch for a short-season leagueteam last year, it is tough to gauge where the Indians may place himthis upcoming season, but the best guess at this point is he opens the2009 season at Single-A Lake County but will move quickly toadvanced Single-A Kinston provided he stays healthy and performswell.
34. Stephen Head - First Baseman/Outfielder
Born: 01/13/1984 - Height: 6'3&quot; - Weight: 220 - Bats: Left -
Throws: Left

(due to a formatting issue, Head's stats are shown at the bottom of this
page)
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History:  Head was a 2nd round pick by the Indians in the 2005 Draftout of the University of Mississippi. Strengths & Opportunities:  Head has good gap power and the ballreally jumps off of his bat, and may do so as good as any player in theorganization.  He has above average power, but he keeps the ball on aline and does not elevate a lot of balls.  He had an overhaul to his swingmechanics in 2006 that he finally looks like he has become comfortablewith, and in addition to that he has gotten better with his pitch selectioneach at bat.  Initially, he was slow to adapt to the adjustments and attimes was overly aggressive by trying to do too much too soon, but thenew revamped approach to hitting is starting to pay off. Head is an outstanding defensive first baseman, and is the best in thesystem at the position defensively where he profiles as a good majorleague defensive first baseman.  The Indians recently moved him toright field in the middle of the 2007 season to create more versatility forhim and take advantage of his athleticism, and while he has split time inthe outfield and first base, he now projects as a good outfielder as well. His transition to the outfield has gone smooth mostly because he is apretty good athlete and had some experience playing out there in highschool.  After some initial struggles, he has taken to the outfield welland now can play both first base and the outfield.  He split time at bothpositions last year playing 56 games at first base and 42 games in theoutfield.  Considering that the Indians are loaded with first basemen andoutfielders up and down the system the move provides a way to movehim up if needed and increases his value to the Indians because of hispower bat and versatility. Head came into last season still recovering from offseason surgery tohis right labrum.  He got a late start in spring training and did not starthitting until the last two weeks of camp, so he was kept behind for aweek in extended spring training to continue getting his shoulder readyfor game action.  He was eventually activated on the Double-A Akronroster a week into the season, but just five games after being activatedhe broke a bone in his right (non-throwing) wrist sliding into secondbase and missed about two weeks.  When he returned to the lineup thefirst week of May he avoided missing any time the remainder of theseason, but was still not 100% the rest of the way because he was stillrecovering from the shoulder surgery and playing through the wristinjury.  His focus last season and this upcoming season is to be moreaggressive at the plate putting balls in play better.  Also, even thoughhe has made huge strides as an outfielder playing out there now for ayear and a half, he still needs more time learning to get better reads onballs particularly the ones off the end of the bat. Outlook:  Head loves to play defense, and it shows whether he is in theoutfield or at first base.  His pop in his bat and versatility as an aboveaverage defender at first base and the outfield almost saw him getpicked up in the Rule 5 Draft this offseason.  He is expected to continuesplitting time at first base and the outfield in 2009 where he likely opensthe season at Triple-A Columbus.33. Chuck Lofgren - Left-handed Pitcher
Born: 01/29/1986 - Height: 6'3&quot; - Weight: 205 - Bats: Left -
Throws: Left

Year Age Team Lvl W L ERA G GS SV IP H ER HR BB K BB/9 K/9 WHIP2004 18 Burlington R 0 0 6.04 9 9 0 22.1 25 15 4 13 23 5.3 9.2 1.702005 19 Lake County A 5 5 2.81 18 18 0 93.0 73 29 6 43 89 4.2 8.6 1.252006 20 Kinston A+ 17 5 2.32 25 25 0 139.2 108 36 5 54 125 3.5 8.1 1.152007 21 Akron AA 12 7 4.37 26 26 0 146.1 153 71 14 68 123 4.2 7.6 1.5121 Buffalo AAA 0 1 10.80 1 1 0 5.0 7 6 1 3 7 5.4 12.6 2.002008 22 Akron AA 2 6 5.99 28 15 0 85.2 93 57 9 52 72 5.5 7.6 1.69Career 36 24 3.91 107 94 0 492.0 459 214 39 233 439 4.3 8.0 1.40
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History:  Lofgren was a 4th round pick by the Indians in the 2004 Draftout of Junipero Serra High School (CA).  He was projected to go muchhigher in the draft, but fell due to signability concerns.  He graduatedfrom the same high school as Barry Bonds, Tom Brady, Lynn Swannand Greg Jeffries.  His 2006 season at Kinston was sensational and hisbreakout season as a prospect and set a Kinston modern-day franchiserecord for victories by a pitcher in a season with 17, and his 17 wins tiedhim for the most wins in all of the minors that season.  He was alsonamed the 2006 Carolina League Pitcher of the Year. Strengths & Opportunities: Lofgren was once considered one of thetop left-handed pitching prospects in all the minors, but his performancethe last two years no longer puts him in that class.  He is a physicalstarting pitcher who has a good four-pitch mix led by a fastball that sitsat 90-93 MPH and has topped out as high as 95 MPH in the past.  Inaddition to the fastball, he also throws a slow curveball that tops out ataround 75 MPH and a changeup and slider which sit in the low 80s.  Hepossesses one of the best swing-and-miss fastball statistics in theIndians system, which is heavily influenced by the deception in hisdelivery. Several comparisons have been made of Lofgren to a young Al Leiteras his presence, stuff, power and approach are nearly identical.  He is acompetitor on the mound, and likes to attack hitters on the inside part ofthe plate with his fastball.  He is very good at changing speeds andmixing his pitches.  Because of the varying speeds and repertoire, itgives him many weapons to attack hitters and keeps them from zeroingin on one pitch, speed and location.  Throughout his career with theIndians, they have been very impressed with his work ethic which issecond to none and a direct result of his commitment to routine andbeing very mature for his age.  He is a student of the game in that heunderstands and appreciates the history of the game, and he is verygrounded ego-wise.  His aptitude is off the charts. The Indians placed him on the temporary inactive list and sent him toextended spring training in Winter Haven for almost all of June to&quot;clear his head&quot; as he was on an emotional roller-coaster allseason dealing with some personal issues at home with a seriousillness to a close family member.  Upon returning from extended springtraining, the Indians moved him to the bullpen and it seemed to fit himand allowed him to settle down some and help get his confidence back. While he has starting stuff where he has enough arm and enoughpitches to attack hitters, he may benefit from a permanent move to thebullpen.  He has always had the innate ability to attack hitters and beaggressive, which may be better suited as a reliever. The big concern with Lofgren was he repeated Double-A and struggleda lot and saw a big dip in his performance, and then followed that up bygoing out to the Arizona Fall League (AFL) and was hit hard (0-3, 32.14ERA, 10 games, 7.0 IP, 19 H, 18 BB, 6 K).  Last season he was clearlynot the same pitcher he was in 2006 at Kinston as he was wild andineffective really from the outset of spring training and it was an uphillbattle for him all season to throw strikes consistently and put up positiveresults for several outings in a row.  There were some erroneousreports published on the web that his velocity had decreasedconsiderably in the AFL, which is not true as he was still around 88-92MPH with his fastball which is right about where he has always beenwith it. There is no questioning his desire and work ethic as he was out to thefield early everyday to work with Akron pitching coach Tony Arnold onhis mechanics and practice out of the stretch to try and get his deliverydown.  To counteract the command issues, the Indians workedextensively with him on new grips with his fastball, his release point,and slowing down his mechanics a little bit to no avail.  His inconsistentrelease point hurt his command and led to a lot of walks and also himleaving many pitches up in the zone that opposing hitters hammered. He needs to get out more with his front arm and follow through a little bitbetter by bringing his back leg around and really firing it and followingthrough.  He still needs some refinement with his delivery, and heneeds to work on being more efficient with his pitches since his pitchcounts get high by the middle innings of games.  Also, while he hassharpened his curveball up he still needs more work with his commandand mechanics to make it a more reliable pitch in his arsenal, and hischangeup still needs more work. Outlook:  Lofgren is still only 23-years old and has a lot of room forgrowth; however, he has been on a slow slide and has shown littleimprovement the last two seasons at Akron.  Even with the downseason last year, the Indians are still very much behind Lofgren andbelieve he has the potential to be a pitcher at the big league level.  Thegeneral thought among scouts is the talent is still there and that theissues are mechanical.  With some delivery work, the old Lofgrenshould re-appear.  The ups and downs he dealt with last year on themound as well as off the field are hopefully in his past, and the Indianswill look to build him back up this year and get him back on track.  It isnot known if that means he is destined for a shift to the bullpen or if hewill remain in the starting rotation, but in any case he should return toDouble-A Akron to start the season and could see a late seasonpromotion to Triple-A Columbus if he turns the corner and is back to hisold productive self.32. Trey Haley - Right-handed Pitcher
Born: 06/21/1990 - Height: 6'4&quot; - Weight: 190 - Bats: Right -
Throws: Right

Year Age Team Lvl W L ERA G GS SV IP H ER HR BB K BB/9 K/9 WHIP2008 18 GCL Indians R 0 0 0.00 1 1 0 1.0 0 0 0 1 1 9.0 9.0 1.002008 18 Mahoning Vy A- 0 1 54.00 2 1 0 1.1 4 8 0 6 1 40.5 6.8 7.50Career 0 1 30.86 3 2 0 2.1 4 8 0 7 2 30.0 8.6 5.24

History:  Haley was a 2nd round pick in the 2008 Draft out of CentralHeight High School (TX).  The Indians reportedly gave serious
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consideration in making him their No.1 pick in the draft.  Prior to signingwith the Indians, last year at Central Heights High School inNacogdoches, Texas, Haley went 8-2 with a 1.55 ERA in 13 games (50IP, 23 H, 34 BB, 98 K), and had signed a letter of intent to pitch for RiceUniversity before signing with the Indians for $1.25 million just hoursbefore the August signing deadline.  After signing with the Indians,Haley reported to the Gulf Coast League (GCL) to get his arm back inshape since he had not thrown all summer. The Indians actuallyexposed him to some game action by letting him throw a game for theGCL Indians and sent him up to short-season Single-A Mahoning Valleyto get some experience around the clubhouse and get his feet wet andexposed to the baseball environment there. 

Strengths & Opportunities:  It is hard not to like what you see fromHaley from a tools and physical standpoint.  The Indians love hisprojectable frame, arm strength, athleticism, good delivery and twooutstanding pitches.  His fastball has good movement and sits around91-94 MPH and already tops out at 95 MPH, and due to his youth hehas the arm and body (6'4&quot; 190-pounds) to grow and add morevelocity down the road.  While the plus fastball is his best pitch, Haleyalso throws a curveball (77-81 MPH) and deceptive changeup (83-84MPH) with the curveball rating as a plus pitch and the changeup anaverage pitch at the moment.  He is still learning to get a feel for achangeup since he never really needed it in high school, and thecurveball has good depth and could be a weapon for him as he growsinto a pitcher in the coming years.  He is very competitive, intelligent,and he has good poise on the mound. 

Haley is young, so he needs to learn to become a pitcher rather than athrower.  He also needs to learn to develop a routine and become muchmore sound with his mechanics since he has a tendency to overthrow. One of his bigger issues has been maintaining his velocity and beingconsistent with his fastball.  He is very raw on the mound, and will be aproject for the Indians the next two years tinkering with his mechanicsand delivery so he can become much more consistent with his fastballvelocity and command.  There is no telling what Haley can becomeonce he learns how to work in and out and spot up the curveball.  Rightnow the Indians just want him to work on the command of his fastball,curveball, and changeup, and if he is able to develop those pitches,they may work in a slider later. 

Outlook:  Haley is an intriguing young talent, and because of his ageand being so raw on the mound, the opportunity to miss on him is fargreater than a player with the same stuff in their early 20s who is a littlemore established.  His intelligence and poise will be put to the test hisfirst two full seasons in the organization with all the ups and downs he isgoing to encounter on the mound in addition to all the instruction he willget.  He is really a wildcard for the Indians from the 2008 Draft as whilehe has a lot of talent, he is so raw on the mound there is no tellingwhere his career will go.  Knowing this, the Indians really took a gamblewith him as a second round pick and was one of the more questionable
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picks the Indians made on draft day but could ultimately pay bigdividends for them.  Haley will open the 2009 season in extended springtraining out in Arizona, and will likely pitch for one of the short-seasonteams when they start up play in June.
31. Rob Bryson - Right-handed Pitcher
Born: 12/11/1987 - Height: 6'1&quot; - Weight: 200 - Bats: Right -
Throws: Right

Year Age Team Lvl W L ERA G GS SV IP H ER HR BB K BB/9 K/9 WHIP2007 19 Helena R 3 0 2.67 18 4 8 54.0 49 16 2 12 70 2.0 11.7 1.132008 20 West Virginia A 3 2 4.25 22 5 5 55.0 43 26 3 20 73 3.3 11.9 1.15Lake County A 0 1 2.19 7 0 0 12.1 6 3 1 6 11 4.4 8.0 0.97Career 6 3 3.34 47 9 13 121.1 98 45 6 38 154 2.8 11.4 1.12

History:  Bryson was a 31st round pick in the 2006 Draft out of WilliamPenn High School (DE) by the Milwaukee Brewers.  In the last year ofits existence due to changes in the CBA, Bryson was one of the biggestdraft-and-follow signings in May 2007 when he signed for $300,000.  Hewas acquired by the Indians in July 2008 as part of the C.C. Sabathiatrade. 

Strengths & Opportunities:  Bryson throws two plus-pitches, a fastballthat sits around 92-94 MPH and tops out as high as 96 MPH, and awicked slider.  He is young and is still working on refining his fastballcommand, but he strikes people out at a very high rate (career 11.9K/9).  His fastball is a very effective pitch because of his very strongmechanics and his ability to get good drive toward the plate with his big,thick build and use his lower half well.  While his slider is already rateda plus pitch with the potential to be a plus-plus offering, he needs somework with it and to become more consistent with it.  His changeup is a
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below average to average pitch and is a work in progress.   

Some of his problems in 2008 stemmed from some changes to hismechanics that were handed down by the Brewers which he had a hardtime adjusting to and getting comfortable with.  As a result, hiscommand suffered.  Upon joining the Indians they did not make anyimmediate changes to his mechanics so they could evaluate him first. They put him in a priority bullpen role, which essentially meant he wouldthrow every three days anywhere up to two to three innings an outingso he would see an entire lineup.  The idea of such a role was to stretchhim out, get him to use his other pitches, help develop his changeup,and to ensure he faced both left-handed and right-handed hitters. 

Bryson was sidelined in late July with a shoulder injury that pretty muchended his season.  Tests revealed he only had a partial tear of hislabrum and rotator cuff.  He did come back to pitch in the final week ofthe season, but in the offseason had surgery on the labrum to correctthe issue.  The surgery went well, and he should start pitching in simgames by April and could return to game action maybe sometime inJune.  At this point the prognosis is that he should make a full recoveryand the shoulder should be as strong as ever once he is finished withhis rehab.  

Outlook:  The Indians are very excited to have Bryson's youth, power,and athleticism in the system.  He is a high ceiling pitcher who showsexcellent composure pitching under pressure, and with his outstandingfastball-slider mix it projects him as a serious prospect in the backend ofthe bullpen, possibly a closer.  Pitching out of the bullpen and in a lateinning role is something that Bryson welcomes and actually prefers. Hisbulldog mentality and good makeup on the mound to go along with hisrepertoire certainly point to a future in the big leagues in such a role.That said, they will be very cautious with him this year and take it veryslow in ramping him back up into game action.  Bryson is all but certainto open the year in extended spring training out in Arizona, and likelywill be held out of game action until short-season leagues start in Junewhere he should begin a rehab assignment in the Arizona League. 

All photos courtesy of Ken Carr except for Stowell picture courtesy ofUC-Irvine Athletic Department

Up Next: #30-26
Stephen Head's stats:

Year Age Team Lvl G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI BB SO SB BA OBP SLG OPS
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2005 21 Mahoning Vy A- 10 37 11 16 4 0 6 14 8 5 0 .432 .533 1.027 1.56021 Kinston A+ 47 203 31 58 15 0 4 36 8 33 4 .286 .310 .419 .7292006 22 Kinston A+ 130 477 65 112 26 0 14 73 54 73 2 .235 .319 .377 .6962007 23 Kinston A+ 102 387 73 97 29 0 13 61 40 71 5 .251 .336 .426 .76223 Akron AA 26 98 13 27 9 0 3 18 8 18 1 .276 .330 .459 .7892008 24 Akron AA 106 404 50 117 24 2 13 49 24 75 1 .290 .325 .455 .780Career 421 1606 243 427 107 2 53 251 142 275 13 .266 .330 .434 .764
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