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Our journey continues onward as we move into the Top 20 Prospects in the Indians farm
system. And today, we start to get some names even casual followers of the Indians farm
system will know. Guys that stand a pretty damn good chance of getting called up to the big
league squad this year ... and a couple guys that are embroiled in battles for the last couple
roster spots out of spring. Catcher Chris Jimenez has impressed in Goodyear, as has Luis
Valbuena, who was acquired in the Franklin Gutierrez trade. Both players are profiled in today's
five prospect profiles.

=

My 2009 Cleveland Indians Top 100 Prospects &amp,; More
book is now available.l Click on the hyperlink for all the
details, and to order it just go to my website and click
on the form to the top right to complete the order with a check
or credit card.ll If you wish to send a check or money order by
US Mail, please contact me at
tlastoria@indiansprospectinsider.com

and | will verify the order and provide my full mailing address for
you so send payment.l[

We continue today with #20-16 in the Indians Top 100 Prospect
Countdown. Here are the earlier rankings:

100. Brian Juhl (C)
99. Brad Hinkle (RHP)
98. Mark Thompson (SS)
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97. Adam Davis (C/INF)
96. Adam White (OF)

95. Jerad Head (INF/OF)
94. Brock Simpson (1B/OF)
93. Ryan Blair (OF)

92. Dustin Realini (INF/OF)
91. Shawn Nottingham (LHP)
90. Cirilo Cumberbatch (OF)
89. Michael McGuire (RHP)
88. Sung-Wei Tseng (RHP)
87. David Roberts (RHP)
86. Jason Smit (INF)

85. Marty Popham (RHP)
84. Jose Constanza (OF)
83. Adam Abraham (INF)
82. Isaias Velasquez (2INF)
81. Gary Campfield (RHP)
80. Heath Taylor (LHP)

79. Rich Rundles (LHP)

78. Dallas Cawiezell (RHP)
77. Robbie Alcombrack (C)
76. Carlos Moncrief (RHP)
75. Nate Recknagel (C/1B)
74. Karexon Sanchez (INF)
73. Roman Pena (OF)

72. Kyle Landis (RHP)

71. John Drennen (OF)

70. Todd Martin (1B)

69. Santo Frias (RHP)

68. Michael Finocchi (RHP)
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67. Kevin Rucker (OF)

66. Matt Meyer (LHP)

65. Bo Greenwell (OF)

64. Paolo Espino (RHP)
63. Jonathan Holt (RHP)
62. Vinnie Pestano (RHP)
61. Kevin Dixon (RHP)
60. Randy Newsom (RHP)
59. Chris Nash (1B)

58. Carlton Smith (RHP)
57. Lucas Montero (OF)
56. Steven Wright (RHP)
55. Michael Aubrey (1B)
54. Delvi Cid (OF)

53. Clayton Cook (RHP)
52. T.J. McFarland (LHP)
51. Wyatt Toregas (C)

50. Chris Jones (LHP)

49. Chen-Chang Lee (RHP)
48. Matt Brown (OF)

47. Ryan Edell (LHP)

46. Neil Wagner (RHP)
45. Danny Salazar (RHP)
44. Jared Goedert (2B/3B)
43. Josh Judy (RHP)

42. Jeremie Tice (3B)

41. Joey Mahalic (RHP)
40. Erik Stiller (RHP)

39. Ryan Morris (LHP)

38. Mike Pontius (RHP)
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37. Ryan Miller (LHP)

36. Frank Herrmann (RHP)
35. Bryce Stowell (RHP)
34. Stephen Head (1B/OF)
33. Chuck Lofgren (LHP)
32. Trey Haley (RHP)

31. Rob Bryson (RHP)

30. Tim Fedroff (OF)

29. Matt McBride (C)

28. Eric Berger (LHP)

27. Alexander Perez (RHP)
26. Cord Phelps (2B)

25. Jeanmar Gomez (RHP)
24. Josh Rodriguez (SS/2B)
23. Zach Putnam (RHP)
22. Josh Tomlin (RHP)

21. Trevor Crowe (OF)

20. Jordan Brown - First Baseman
Born: 12/18/1983 - Height: 6'0&quot; - Weight: 205 - Bats: Left -
Throws: Left

(due to a formatting issue, Jordan Brown's stats are listed at the bottom
of this page)
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Year Ade Lvl
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a.2l4 o nt battin e He wa tted to go somewh re
che se oncﬁ)?o fi t}h roun | raft b Pgﬁ! becagse of the hleg
B etag he uton |ms§ w%re ewane to sign which ended
P aV|n Y al_m eem him as ynsigna ewads %omml tted to
I u ahne Unlversng If he wenc} Hn3|gne
n |anssw o) |na e signin adline and he ended up taking less
ti deadli ded up t k I
by signing for $750

Stren gths & Opportunities: It is eas to see wh the Indians I|ke
ouse so mych dfetrt nec ssag sr n him e ause even though
he IS, raw he IS very skilled and proj o fa%a ltcher. elsa
xsrca a vano d(62& uot;, 215 bs) e a der with two us
Itch 0s above vera%e av\y a wrth o% anng actron
nd an exceII nt slider in t 80s with aé re
as ver % arm strengt to where his veIo W)(1sho contlnu
INcreas e ma ures g also has a cuyrye often con use
wrth h|ss der but may be dro Ped since n‘]lacks muc selolarﬂtron from
lider whrch really 1 moreo owersurve an wa aﬁ begun
wor c?n a chan eupw ich IS a work grogress ixes up . his
ggge and pitches well and has good mmand of the zone at an early

House has té) a\rn howéo p|‘9|h in profe sional ?aseball but he has all
th tools to o rapi eahrea \X/ as suf cient &quot;stuff&quot;
ecome a at n|n relief |tc has a smooth eI|very,
e e ds to wor [0 atlon evelo achan e of speed pitch.
eveland s Ie hande |tch|n? %rospec sin he u per levels are more
|nesse |tc but he is not e same mold e co gs right after
batters ere |nt e stn e zone. He s ver t'Cﬁ ab
com etrto a'or%g with h|ss ong build ang a |I|t|es e h een
comped to’ ton gg) ications suo as Baseball America. In
high school, e sta e reat e dunn the offseason b
art|c atlnﬂ on th e swrm eam an e ped em win a state
c ampionship in 2

Outlook: Rrght n%w Houseror oject at least to be a middle of the
rotation starter with the r%)ﬁ t|a to ct] o th rotatlon starter if he
Iearns to etter command the zon eve opt at third pitch. He WI||
nt 9 season in extende s r| raining and W|II pitch for one
t %s ort se son league team ater| t esu mer. It he stays
healthy, he could be in Cleveland as soon as 2

18. Chris Gimenez - Catcher
Born: 12/27/1982 - Height: 6'2&quot; - Weight: 190 - Bats: Right -

Throws: Right

Year Aqge Team Lvl G
2004 2‘Iq a(honino Vv A‘-’ 71
2005 22 ake County A 112
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2 23 Lake County A
SO T A
5008 52 glé';%é? AAA

CPRE: g Nas st h et ourd o e 2004 gt o
short- seas n Yn &I\ﬂaﬁonrn alley I[rpn 004{) ?rea w?unes

|detrao ed his ¢ reer where evere sta h N eot|on in 2 almost

ed to th %am putat |g slega |n 200 an |n tot e ment In

h|s thumb while slidin |nto Sec n ﬁse S|de|ne eve mont S.
ower was put on e won the Home erby at

the 8007 Caroera Leaglusg RY | Star 8ame

Strenﬂths & Opportunities: Gimenez is an athletic ﬁ aﬁyer who
over the ield and do a lot of things. Wit outa 3{ nJHI’%/ set aoks
two seasons, he, has resurrected himself as a tin
r ec In thes stem with veryr%) r'? wer potentjal, e |sa
glsma% osin C|men with his c se ed|-'?h¥ afr%uably
es ron% er In the In |ans system. Heis
tma er(]g } 5\ |s success the Iast two ears1
hasbeent utoaoo ard work mthecag astsesn e
made a c nscientious effort to focus . on bein e se lective a t
plaeto allow him to get into etter h|tters coO nts and |mprove
ase ercent eW|t more walks. His much improved IJoate
d|ssp0|ne was cﬂ “ e ndlan winter devel OrP ent program held
o swe dlas anua}ry ere after listenin to nst otors
coach rontoflce personne uests ea ers i |m adopt
etter stn ezone awarene S an 1aéPenc a ordrawrnq
ause of this hard work, his wal te has |mrﬁ>roved a’lot to where he
the best walk-rate in the system [ast seaso
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In 2006, Gimenez was oonver]t toacatch r, a}nd the move too }oher

has sort of made him a jack-0 g es int at pagl virtua
g C?re ont he field exoe the m| d enter f| rtstop an
on concentr ’[Inﬁ just on ato |n it wil a ow |mto
fter picC |o nuances of t %ame rom behind the plate, and also

help him maint a|n consistengy w n he st ﬁ ps in otI b tters’box.

Fr m the start of ﬁpnn tra|n|n davear e uta oto extra work in

eore ames wit cat |n ooor inator 1im L a er or in ?
me % ah"nﬁJ itch, and receivin the ball ?tll
r | t ré)u? the mechanloal ISSues WI being gurc wrt
re eas also ma |n n accuratet row own to second to out down
a wou d e base-ste gs worked on has transt er -and-throw

srnoe he has more o an ‘out |e ersthrowrng %ﬁlon and it needed
c}enln ug eis extrem stron ura éh the abillity to
le in s and bl wsa eoato osrlnan he Is a natural
m ﬁ c?s noapro lem takin charg |naou house or game.
lle the Indians ar

mmitted1o develo Im s atcher and
beIieve he can handet?te pos?tlon his best 8SItI0naiS ?rd ase.

Grmenez still needs to work on stak;lng down through the ball wrth his
?&'38 eneerat(ﬁ more backs he connec s e has th

ebat |nthe %hw)t% sition, but h e eneratesta}r'I th

to sprn ecaus efs hwrth win
ds to him cuttln |t 0 ro at|n ers he starts to
con Istently gener te more ac SFi—I % hrs |ts hrﬁ home run and,
uble totals will sure%mcrea e as done we his conversron to

catc er, and the final thi gfor Im iS to et more ocinsrstent throwrn%
econd base to make sur that he can Keep, on rol of a runnrng gﬂ(a

e also needs more work and ﬁxpenenoe with his game]ca |n9
gelafc%lrng swings and realizing when his pitcher does not have his best

Outlook: When he has been healthy, Grmenez has put u me ver
ood numbers at t]he plat anﬁd\ﬁlt% y be very val t?ab ep ?—IQ y

ou hness durab |t¥ ski at IS very intri urn e has,

more than’ 'made a nam or |mself|naungroe an thath IS

on the 40-man roster - us %t at vers I|ty and |s power | bat -
ench option for the’ Indians as a super

he could be a very val u%
ut| |t¥00a yer sometime this comin season orin 2010 e should open
09°season In Triple-A Colu

17. Luis Valbuena - Second Baseman
Born: 11/30/1985 - Height: 5'10&quot; - Weight: 200 - Bats: Left -

Throws: Right

ear Age Team Lvi
2003 17 Aaquirre R
5005 18 pae R
19 Tacoma AAA
2006 20 IScConsin A
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2 Inland Em A
2007 5 West Tenn. AA
2008 22 West Tenn AA
22 acoma AAA
22 eattle MLB
23 areer

iIstory:
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ut of
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and after a down year.in 2007 he had a sen atronal 2008 campai
B YeA i f%n%me
u\%g%ng

stran e
is keystone combination in VeneZuela was shortsto

Str % ?ths & Op c%:tunltles Valbuena's brggest ugarﬂemas I?l eplagler IS
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69- 59 strikeout to walk ratio (1,2:1). He currently has doubles Power
ﬁ |s a gap hitter, but he continues to 9et stror\}ger which Is a reason
e saw his power numbers | Jorove last year. While he is on
oonsrdered anca rﬁge runner, his 8vera game and abrlrt)( a th
%n compare y Durham and his physical look is a 1ot like Juan

Valbuena has % reputfathon as b |ng more of an offensive Ia er but he
hﬁs edicated himself t g ew seasons in |mprovrn% efen
rurts of his labor started to show ast season as Se ttl%of icials
raved about hrs |m rovement n defense. S now pu himself
qu to a fring e avg efensive second asemant at makes all
er utrneg ile |spay|ng ver¥ %o ran astrong rm and
et works well aroupd

he gﬁe %/aowrpna e Sod oso[ev%ra aCnur?s me&\ﬁlrth a& ound turnin gthe

ggg%r%srveaélérrlzsi Etgla?hovt\jllg] ehrlt%l %lf)l%t a/\o(r)st,t as an averagreSIYg eerague

That said, Valbuena lacks really an¥ versatility to Elag other osrtlon -
muc |n the same vein as Josh Barfield - so a thi |ntt e on
he will make roster is as a starter at second ase nd not as enoh

option unl s e IS In some sort of platoon with n p ayer a t]
osition. There is als some concern about h|s ecause of his
\z stock Iy build whic ﬂrve im some s wrth his weight
down the road, but so fart |s as not been a |ssue tor him.

Outlook Val uenahs acgwsrtron fills a huge vord in the middle |nf|eld in

er levels of ns minor le ues t the mom
aterF \acgursrtron of Marﬁ SeRosa to 1Ml o% the b| Iea ue |nf|e(lad the
lan al ena| t8 cipent e season as t eevery a?( e%o ?
aseman In olumbus. He spll needs to bedp s] of and
c‘? Tieve ment and upside left, but h%grovr est e n |ans
dle infield depth for this season and ny C%LIJ
ooegn Slgayégreoome the starting second baseman by the middle of the

16. Tony Sipp - Left-handed Pitcher
Born: 07/12/1983 - Height: 6'0&quot; - Weight: 190 - Bats: Left -

Throws: Left

Year Age Team Lvl
2004 20 Ma( oning Vv A-
2005 21 Lake County A
21 Kinston A;&
2006 22 Akron A
%885 %2 8CL Indians R
24 Kinston A+
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24 Akron AA
Career

esip

% : The Indians s gect Sipp in the 45th round of th 2004 Draft
glij’[ of (Y,Iem on ItCrH\e/grlsjt %Ereeé)rgc was a g aTrpe%Ieabg mannd? ns, as
gud%e oo c% tly 1o sig n %th%?ng% iam |nthe

e|m resse e Indian Cgla | eague the
gcfa ypa|da}1|m an unheard of $130,000 ora45t ounc?er to S|gn Y

Strengths & Opportunltles S|pP is a Power -armed rp|tch r who has an

impre S|vet ree- |tch arsen sauf IS big-time, fronie g E[)US

fastball and Ius uss dert ath de out as out itches at e

major | agu |s fastbal movementa dcon5| tently

SI'[S |nt ﬁ e, at ou uick arm aci Ion an

exce Ient ece |on ma ka otf str He is IdeveIoP %3

chan eup an r|t and even though he just s

thro n;w en me |n o %r gapization the ndlans eel it m%Y
his est |t t S

§| e ch an%eup hitters c%ntsn on
sI| er an tastball, an tl ed veo pment of his chanrgeug as Pus ed
him into the upper echelon of elite relief prospects ir the minors

With three ver itche ayer of Sipp's caliber would normall
P éect as a stglr? b % fnc?l aPnsonve h|Ssp otent|a as a domlnant Y
inning rel |ever ets a o1iqo SWInN ?ses with a three of
|tche and his ec ption in deliv rﬁ/ troub g,\s nghc} nder?]
avea hare tlme]glc |Og |?the outo IS oes not ave
%trad|t|ona Iﬁ delivery sinc he |s a |t e bit IgPen and
erefor a}]y attacg eheiand n% st esame e is also
extreme g Pc and his athleticisin allows him to conS|stentIy repeat
his delivery well. He is very aggressive on the mound, and has’amazing
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aptitude.

Si care r has been sidetracked the Iast twq years as he did not
t%‘hsfn 2007 : de e?t el%o

fter experrenﬂn? Iscomfort in his | W near theXnd
Risnirgealy s iR e el dic scean
ath hac?afracture n rhls%]S CL as |tg lled at he bone in

e

He sborths stk I e hacl e bl

unggrwent Tomm \,%?1 sbur%ery In JuIy 07 and)foﬁlowed that up wrth
rigorous 11- mo th reha dwasb ame action in June 2008.
e was a|n free and spent ther sto t e2 08 season on a very
strlcte throwrn pro g of the season his rﬁturn from
omm ohn sur ere/ ggorl\t/lep s IS ve ocrt%/ was back |n thﬁ low
0s and e was { H wrt no saetbacf‘ S ordany p%

chame yack strong ed really well, and performed a’lot better than
e Indians expected

SIP was ver cIose to 100% when the season ended but earhy in the
fiseason reportedly start dexperrencrn some oom or in

shouId r which contcerned the ndranse oug wn and
they will re-evaluate him once he reports t r|n tra|n|n fthe
shoulder issue is not serious and he IS good onces ring trainin
tarts ||op should be 100% with the elbow an \B te L}/ covere
rom the omm o nsur dyand be a Ie tot row It ang/
restrictions In 2 i s to prove an sJa}/ eath% in
adaition to the el ow suo%e%van oomrng s |s e aso
mrssed two months in 2 ith an ocb ue |n ur an ete1
|nflammat|on Also, while he has maage great st des with t echan eup,
he still is working on maintaining consistent command with it. He also'is
a little undersized, and lacks pirfipoint control.

Outlook: s elbow injur r lly cam bad |me for hjm and the
Indlans In tﬁeﬁp robNI Juy h/ are |s maJor?

ea
%ﬁ g?an\sv%ualt € SO é‘ trlnrgvle]stln t agone ?g %o sterJO t?terrﬁ) %g
ahgue bul pen § eat ctor |nto1the eague

en mix o he se son | open the 2009 sedason
|n t e Triple- ,&I&o?umbus bull pen P

Photos rtesy of Ken Carr except for T.J. House photo courtesty of
Team Lf&\l é g/ega// P P y

Up Next: #15-11
Jordan Brown Stats:

Year Aage Team Lvi
2005 219 MahomnaVy  A-
2006 22 Kinston A+
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