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Here is the next group of prospects in the 2010 Indians Top 50 Prospect Countdown here on
TheClevelandFan.com and SportsTimeOhio.com.  As a reminder, these scouting reports will be
linked and listed for easy access on my site .

Also, my new 2010 Cleveland Indians Top 100 Prospects & More book is now available .  To
order the book (which profiles over 165 players in the system and runs 214 pages in length) ... 
go here for all the details
.

Last, I will be heading to Goodyear, Arizona later this week where I will be covering and
reporting on the Indians minor leaguers as well as some of the major league happenings while I
am out there for ten days.  Be sure to check back daily for my notebook piece which posts
everyday while I am out there.  The notebook will recap all the news, stories and observations
from the previous day.

#50-46
#45-41
#40-36
#35-31
#30-26
#25-21

  

20. Carlos Rivero - Shortstop
Born: 05/20/1988 - Height: 6'3" - Weight: 220 - Bats: Right - Throws: Right

           Year   Age   Team   Lvl
 G
 AB
 R
 H
 2B
 3B
 HR
 RBI
 BB
 SO
 SB
 Avg
 OBP
 SLG
 OPS
 
    2005   17   DSL Indians   R
 66
 237
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 21
 61
 6
 0
 0
 31
 12
 26
 7
 .257
 .295
 .283
 .578
 
    2006   18   GCL indians   R
 37
 134
 17
 38
 6
 0
 2
 22
 10
 20
 0
 .284
 .338
 .373
 .711
 
    2006   18   Burlington   R
 16
 66
 3
 14
 3
 0
 1
 7
 5
 11
 0
 .212
 .264
 .303
 .567
 
    2007   19   Lake County   A
 115
 436
 59
 114
 26
 0
 7
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 62
 47
 84
 1
 .261
 .332
 .369
 .701
 
    2008   20   Kinston   A+
 108
 411
 46
 116
 27
 1
 8
 64
 36
 84
 1
 .282
 .342
 .411
 .753
 
    2009   21   Akron   AA
 132
 480
 50
 116
 24
 2
 7
 58
 50
 73
 1
 .242
 .309
 .344
 .653
 
        Totals   
 474
 1764
 196
 459
 92
 3
 25
 244
 160
 298
 10
 .260
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 .318
 .349
 .667
 
      

History: Rivero was signed by the Indians out of Venezuela in March of 2005 at just 16 years of
age.  He finished the 2009 season as the Eastern League's top rated shortstop with a .972
fielding percentage, which also eclipsed the club record for fielding percentage by a shortstop
previously held by Ivan Ochoa's .970 mark set in 2005.  He played in the Arizona Fall League in
the offseason and in 22 games hit .318 with 2 HR, 13 RBI and had an .859 OPS. 

  

Strengths & Opportunities: Rivero has been one of the more hyped young Latin prospects in
the Indians system the past three years, but has yet to deliver the goods with a consistent,
strong season at the plate.  He is a notorious slow starter and strong finisher, and he once
again did that last season for the second year in a row.  At High-A Kinston in 2008 he hit .263
with 1 HR, 25 RBI and a .653 OPS in the first half of the season, and then in the second half hit
.300 with 7 HR, 39 RBI and a .845 OPS.  The same thing happened last year at Double-A
Akron where he hit just .220 with 1 HR, 25 RBI, and a .569 OPS in the first half, and then in the
second half hit .280 with 6 HR, 33 RBI, and a .797 OPS. 

  

Rivero is an impressive specimen physically as a shortstop, and is expected to get even bigger.
To go along with his size, he has all the outstanding abilities and intangibles except speed.
What he lacks in speed, though, he more than makes up with his power potential, bat-to-ball
ability, his hands, and his glove-work. He has the potential to be a good hitting middle infielder
with some power potential down the road, and has a very good approach for a young player
with a great looking swing with good technique where the ball comes off his bat well.  He is
naturally strong with very good bat speed, and the feeling is that as he continues to mature and
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fill his frame that his above average power potential will begin to surface.  Even at a young age
he already has shown a good understanding of the strike zone and a knack for putting the ball
consistently in play with a career 6.2 at bat to strikeout ratio.  Considering he has played all five
of his minor league seasons very underage for his level, a 6:1 at bat to strikeout ratio is very
good and shows the potential with his bat-to-ball ability and plate discipline. He is a good
situational hitter, and also has excellent makeup.

      

For a player of Rivero's size, he moves around well at shortstop. He is not fast and only has
average range, but he has good first step quickness, has real good hands, and a strong and
accurate arm. Whether or not he sticks at shortstop or slides over to third base depends on how
big he gets, but the Indians believe he will be able to stick at shortstop long term.  He went out
to the Arizona Fall League and played third base, not because he is being moved to third base
but because that was where the at bats were.  No position change is in the works and he is still
considered a shortstop, but there are some who think that down the road he may fit better at
third base as he continues to fill out his frame and his bat arrives. 

  

The Indians are pleased with Rivero's development to date as while the numbers are not there
they feel that he is making progress and has gotten more and more consistent with his
approach and with his defense.  They consider him as a player along the lines of Jhonny
Peralta who is going to make the consistent routine play and have some power to his game. He
is still developing, and once the confidence comes in his game and he believes that he belongs
at the level he is at, that his numbers will start to take off. 

  

Rivero's improved hitting in the last two months of the season last year was mostly the result
from a lot of work in the cages with Akron Hitting Coach Lee May Jr. to get his bat path more
consistent and also attacking pitches much better by not letting them get too deep in the zone. 
Going forward, he needs to continue developing his approach at the plate along with his plate
discipline and breaking ball recognition.  As he continues to grow and get stronger and bulkier,
he needs to maintain his first step quickness and work on getting better jumps to the ball.  He
has been limited in the home run department somewhat because the Indians have worked on
shortening his swing, getting him to stay in the middle of the field, and work counts better to
develop his plate discipline.  As a result, he often does not yet hit to his strength which is pulling
the ball, and once that is unleashed a power explosion could result. 

  

Outlook:  Rivero is the classic example of looking beyond the stats and instead looking at age,
level, ability and flat out grading out a prospect with what you see and feel he will become. 
Even though he once again had a season of two distinct halves offensively, he still continued to
play consistent, above average defense at shortstop last year.  He is still only 21 years old, so
there is a lot of projection still left in his bat.  Even though he has yet to put up a good statistical
season in the minors, the Indians value him a lot and proved so when they rostered him this
offseason by putting him on the 40-man roster.  He likely will repeat as the starting shortstop at
Double-A Akron to start the season next year, though could see time at Triple-A Columbus later
in the season.  By repeating at Akron and letting his age catch up to his level, he could be
poised for a breakout year. 

  

Photo courtesy of Tony Lastoria
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Carlos Rivero MinorLeagueBaseball.com page

  

Carlos Rivero Baseball-Reference page

  

Carlos Rivero MinorLeagueSplits.com page

  

19. Jeanmar Gomez - Right-handed Pitcher
Born: 02/10/1988 - Height: 6'4" - Weight: 190 - Bats: Right - Throws: Right

           Year   Age   Team   Lvl
 W
 L
 ERA
 G
 GS
 IP
 H
 ER
 HR
 BB
 SO
 AVG
 BB/9
 K/9
 WHIP
 
    2005   17   DSL Indians   R
 5
 3
 1.33
 13
 10
 61.0
 47
 9
 2
 9
 46
 .210
 1.3
 6.8
 0.92
 
    2006   18   GCL Indians   R
 4
 3
 2.48
 11
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 9
 54.1
 50
 15
 2
 12
 34
 .238
 2.0
 5.7
 1.15
 
    2007   19   Lake County   A
 11
 7
 4.80
 27
 27
 140.2
 152
 75
 19
 46
 94
 .278
 3.0
 6.0
 1.41
 
    2008   20   Kinston   A+
 5
 9
 4.55
 27
 27
 138.1
 154
 70
 14
 46
 110
 .283
 3.0
 7.2
 1.45
 
    2009   21   Kinston   A+
 2
 2
 2.63
 4
 4
 24.0
 17
 7
 2
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 5
 15
 .202
 1.9
 5.6
 0.92
 
    2009   21   Akron   AA
 10
 4
 3.43
 22
 22
 123.1
 117
 47
 11
 40
 109
 .249
 2.9
 8.0
 1.28
 
        Totals   
 37
 28
 3.71
 ##
 99
 541.2
 537
 223
 50
 158
 408
 .259
 2.6
 6.8
 1.28
 
      

 8 / 21



2010 Indians Top 50 Prospects: #20-16

Written by {ga=consigliere}
Wednesday, March 10 2010 12:00 AM - Last Updated Saturday, March 27 2010  3:09 PM

History:  Gomez was signed by the Indians as a non-drafted free agent out of Venezuela inApril of 2005.  On May 21st last year he pitched his way into minor league baseball history witha perfect game needing just 87 pitches to pitch the first perfect game in Double-A Akron historyand the first in the minor leagues since 2007.  He was named the Eastern League Pitcher of theYear, and is just the second Akron pitcher to ever win the award (Adam Miller in 2006).  Hefinished 6 th in the Eastern League in wins (10), 3rd in ERA (3.43), and 3rd in WHIP(1.27).   Strengths & Opportunities:  Gomez has very good upside and growth potential because of hissize and stuff, and shows a good feel for his three pitch mix of a fastball, slider and changeup. His fastball consistently clocks in at 90-92 MPH and has touched as high as 95 MPH, and thereis the potential for more velocity down the road because of his plus arm strength.  While hereally made some strides with his secondary pitches last year, both his slider and changeuponly project to be average major league pitches.  His slider is his best secondary pitch, andwhile it flashes plus potential it comes and goes and lacks consistency, but he did improve thevelocity of it by cleaning up his mechanics which made it sharper and gave it much better latebreak.  When he is racking up strikeouts it is a good indicator that the slider is clicking and hassome bite to it.  He has a great feel for his changeup and he commands it well, but it is just anaverage pitch with inconsistent movement and does not get enough sink and fade out of it.   Gomez has proven to be very durable as the Indians have never had to back him off any of hisstarts.  He doesn't have dominating stuff, he just knows how to pitch and gives a quality outingevery time out.  He competes well, and has a very clean delivery.  He continues to improve insome of the mental aspects of pitching such as reading swings.  His command and control isstill only average but it is something the Indians have worked with him to improve and they feelhe has the ability to have better command/control in the future.  He has Victor Martinez-likemakeup, and is committed and passionate about baseball.  He has been pushed in the systemthe last three years where he has been one of the youngest pitchers in the league every year,and shown an ability to hang in there and compete even though the numbers have not alwaysbeen very good.   Gomez opened last season at High-A Kinston because a spot was not open for him in theDouble-A Akron rotation to start the year, but the Indians also wanted him to open in Kinston sothey could make a subtle change to his arm swing by making his circle just a little shorter.  Heused to fly open and expose his arm slot in his delivery which caused problems in getting propervelocity on his pitches, but last season he was throwing with his arm more out front whichresulted in him throwing much easier and getting much more life on all his pitches.  Heeventually moved to Akron a month into the season, and he experienced early success as aresult of being more aggressive with all of his pitches and throwing more strikes. He displayedbetter command and control of his fastball and changeup to both sides of the plate, and hisslider was down in the zone and away from right-handers and in on the feet of left-handers. Over the course of the season he showed signs or gaining maturity as a pitcher in that when heused to give up a couple hits the game would speed up on him, but he did a lot better job ofstaying focused on what he needed to do when the hits piled up against him and in turn showedthe confidence that he can get out of any situation with the stuff he has.   The problem with Gomez is while he has average major league stuff - which could be dominantin the minor leagues - he has no true plus pitch in his arsenal.  That's the knock on him, asnothing stands out when you see him pitch.  His secondary stuff was a concern when he firstcame to Double-A last year, and he competed there the entire season with essentially noaverage secondary pitches.  At times his slider showed a lot of progress last year where it wasunhittable, but it was inconsistent.  He has to work a little harder than some of the Indians' otherhigh end pitchers to locate his fastball and for the most part has done a good job, now it is amatter of being able to maintain it and being able to consistently get Double-A and above hittersout.  The Indians are also still working on his delivery and just want really want to eliminate theinconsistencies with his offspeed pitches since both the slider and changeup come and go.   Outlook:  Gomez has often been two or three years younger than the league and been put insituations to develop and have success and learn to make strides along the way.  He tookarguably the biggest step of any pitcher in the organization last year and is now consideredmajor league starting depth this season, and could continue to come onto the scene strong.  Hehas often spent a lot of time learning on the job, but last year for the first time in his career hisnumbers matched his potential as a pitcher.  Having been put on the big league 40-man rosterin the offseason, he was the third pitcher in the Latin Trifecta added to the big league roster inthe last two years (Hector Rondon, Kelvin De La Cruz).  He profiles as a back of the rotationmajor league starter, and should open the 2010 season in the starting rotation for Triple-AColumbus.   Photo courtesy of Tony Lastoria  Jeanmar Gomez MinorLeagueBaseball.com page  Jeanmar Gomez Baseball-Reference page  Jeanmar Gomez MinorLeagueSplits.com page  18. Lou Marson - Catcher Born: 06/26/1986 - Height: 6'1" - Weight: 200 - Bats: Right - Throws: Right           Year   Age   Team   Lvl
 G
 AB
 R
 H
 2B
 3B
 HR
 RBI
 BB
 SO
 SB
 Avg
 OBP
 SLG
 OPS
 
    2004   18   GCL Phillies   R
 38
 113
 18
 29
 3
 0
 4
 8
 13
 18
 4
 .257
 .333
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http://web.minorleaguebaseball.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?pos=P&amp;sid=milb&amp;t=p_pbp&amp;pid=491646
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http://www.minorleaguesplits.com/cgi-bin/pl.cgi?pl=491646
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 .389
 .722
 
    2005   19   Batavia   A-
 60
 220
 25
 54
 11
 3
 5
 25
 27
 52
 0
 .245
 .329
 .391
 .720
 
    2006   20   Lakewood   A
 104
 350
 44
 85
 16
 5
 4
 39
 49
 82
 4
 .243
 .343
 .351
 .694
 
    2007   21   Clearwater   A+
 111
 393
 68
 113
 24
 1
 7
 63
 52
 80
 3
 .288
 .373
 .407
 .780
 
    2008   22   Reading   AA
 94
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 322
 55
 101
 18
 0
 5
 46
 68
 70
 3
 .314
 .433
 .416
 .849
 
    2008   22   Philadelphia   MLB
 1
 4
 2
 2
 0
 0
 1
 2
 0
 2
 0
 .500
 .500
 1.250
 1.750
 
    2009   23   Philadelphia   MLB
 7
 17
 3
 4
 1
 0
 0
 0
 3
 7
 0
 .235
 .350
 .294
 .644
 
    2009   23   Lehigh Valley   AAA
 63
 211
 32
 62
 13
 0
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 1
 24
 30
 40
 3
 .294
 .382
 .370
 .752
 
    2009   23   Columbus   AAA
 28
 103
 10
 25
 5
 1
 1
 9
 10
 19
 1
 .243
 .319
 .340
 .659
 
    2009   23   Cleveland   MLB
 14
 44
 6
 11
 6
 0
 0
 4
 7
 14
 0
 .250
 .346
 .386
 .732
 
        MiLB Totals   
 498
 1712
 252
 469
 90
 10
 27
 214
 249
 361
 18
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 .274
 .369
 .386
 .754
 
        MLB Totals   
 22
 65
 11
 17
 7
 0
 1
 6
 10
 23
 0
 .262
 .355
 .415
 .771
 
      

History:  Marson was selected by the Philadelphia Phillies in the 4th round of the 2004 Draft out
of Coronado High School (AZ).  The Indians acquired him from the Phillies as part of a package
of four players they received for Cliff Lee in July of 2009.  He played in the Futures Game at
Yankee Stadium in 2008, and also played for Team USA in the Summer Olympics in Beijing in
August of 2008. 
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Strengths & Opportunities:  Marson won't hit a lot of home runs, but he is a good hitting
catcher with a very polished approach who has the ability to hit for average and put the bat on
the ball consistently.  He does not have a lot of power, and while some more power may still
come he is not going to develop much more as it is just not in his swing since his offensive
game is centered around an approach to get on-base with singles and walks.  He has plenty of
bat-to-ball ability, controls the strike zone well, and uses the entire field and sprays a lot of line
drives.  When he came to the Indians he went right into the Triple-A Columbus and big league
clubhouse in Cleveland and established his presence immediately and showed his exceptional
leadership skills.  During his one month with the big league club last September he quietly put
together a solid showing by hitting hit .250 with a .733 OPS in 14 games, his first extended
playing stint in the big leagues. 

  

While Marson's bat may just be ordinary or nothing special, his true value as a prospect lies in
his defensive abilities and all the intangibles he possesses that come with maintaining and
leading a pitching staff.  He is a solid-average defender, and while he does not have a laser of
an arm, his very quick exchange and transfer of the ball and accurate throws allow him to get
the ball down to second base in about 1.9 seconds which is major league average.  After being
acquired from the Phillies in late July, he threw out 10 of 24 (41.7%) runners attempting to steal
at Triple-A Columbus and then with the big league team in Cleveland threw out 8 of 17 (47.1%)
of attempted base-stealers.  His ability to catch and throw may just be a little above average
because of his consistency, but it project to get even better because of his age, work ethic, and
makeup. 

  

Marson's value is in the way he handles a pitching staff, provides more than solid defense
behind the plate, shows outstanding leadership skills, and displays a good throwing arm.  He is
very poised, handles a pitching staff well, and knows how to execute a game plan effectively. 
He is extremely athletic for a catcher, which helps with his agility behind the plate and also how
he does a good job of blocking balls.  He also takes a lot of time to get to know all of the
pitchers on his staff not only with what their strengths and weaknesses are on the field, but who
they are as individuals.  He is widely viewed by many in the game as a solid major league
starting catcher in the making. 

  

Marson looks to be on the verge of a solid major league career. He has the mentality for the
game, now it is a matter of his skills showing themselves. His biggest drawback is clearly his
lack for much punch with his bat, and really there is not much room for improvement in this
area.  His swing path is not conducive to much power because he swings down on the ball
which results in a lot of groundballs.  Also, while he is only 23 years old, the general feeling is
that he has pretty much reached his ceiling as a player, and while that is not bad, he simply is
what he is as a player. 

  

Outlook:  For many teams, having a good hitting catcher is a luxury, something Indians fans
were spoiled to have with Victor Martinez in Cleveland the past six years. Finding an elite hitting
catcher is a rarity, which is why the Indians and so many fans are so excited to eventually see
uber-catching prospect Carlos Santana. In the meantime, however, Marson should prove to be
more than capable as the team's field general for most of this year doing all the dirty work
behind the plate, handling the pitching staff, and being a leader.  The Indians are already on
record as saying that they will not rush Santana and instead let him open the season as the
starting catcher in Triple-A Columbus. With that in mind, Marson is set to be the everyday
starting catcher to open the 2010 season in Cleveland.  When Santana finally does arrive,
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Marson should move to a backup role.  He would make for one of the best backup catchers in
the league, so may become a trade chip to use at some point down the road. 

  

Photo courtesy of Ken Carr

  

Lou Marson MinorLeagueSplits.com page

  

Lou Marson Baseball-Reference page

  

Lou Marson MinorLeagueSplits.com page

  

Zach Putnam - Right-handed Pitcher
Born: 07/03/1987 - Height: 6'2" - Weight: 225 - Bats: Right - Throws: Right

           Year   Age   Team   Lvl
 W
 L
 ERA
 G
 SV
 IP
 H
 ER
 HR
 BB
 SO
 AVG
 BB/9
 K/9
 WHIP
 
    2008   20   Mahoning Valley   A-
 0
 1
 3.72
 3
 0
 9.2
 7
 4
 0
 5
 8
 .206
 4.9
 7.8
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http://web.minorleaguebaseball.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?pos=C&amp;sid=milb&amp;t=p_pbp&amp;pid=453974
http://www.baseball-reference.com/minors/player.cgi?id=marson001lou
http://www.minorleaguesplits.com/cgi-bin/pl.cgi?pl=453974
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 1.30
 
    2009   21   Kinston   A+
 2
 0
 4.13
 5
 0
 24.0
 22
 11
 1
 5
 23
 .247
 1.9
 8.6
 1.13
 
    2009   21   Akron   AA
 4
 2
 4.13
 33
 2
 56.2
 59
 26
 2
 18
 57
 .261
 2.9
 9.1
 1.37
 
        Totals   
 6
 3
 4.08
 41
 2
 90.1
 88
 41
 3
 28
 88
 .252
 2.8
 8.8
 1.29
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History: Putnam was selected by the Indians in the 5th round of the 2008 Draft out of theUniversity of Michigan.  He was slated to go in the late first or first round supplemental and slidto the fifth round because of some minor injuries in 2008 and signability concerns, so was anextreme value pick for the Indians.  He played some third base in college and is an excellenthitter who actually projected professionally as an outfielder with an excellent arm for right field.As a hitter, he showcases raw power to all fields and very good bat speed.  He pitched in theArizona Fall League last fall and in five games went 0-1 with a 8.76 ERA and in 12.1 inningsallowed 18 hits, 3 walks, and had 18 strikeouts.   Strengths & Opportunities:  Putnam is a high impact arm with a five pitch mix led by afastball that sits 92-93 MPH and has touched 96 MPH, and complements it with a splitter, slider,curveball, and changeup.  His fastball has heavy, late life and has shown some good arm siderun.  He has great arm strength to where higher more consistent velocity may still come.  Hecommands his fastball well, and throws all four of his secondary pitches for strikes.  His bestsecondary pitch is his devastating splitter which is nasty and already considered a major leaguestrikeout pitch, and was widely considered one of the top secondary pitches coming out ofcollege in 2008.  The splitter sits around 82-83 MPH and gives hitters fits as it often drops out ofthe zone into the dirt and they still chased it.  He also throws a slider which is an effective thirdpitch that has really come on recently and has become another go-to pitch in his arsenal andhas the makings of a third plus pitch in his arsenal.  The slider is still developing, but has showngood depth and tilt.  His slow curveball sits in the low 70s and has some good depth to it withthe potential to be an average pitch.  His fifth pitch is a changeup, but is more of a show pitchjust to give hitters a different look and is a well below-average major league pitch. Both thecurveball and changeup are rarely used in order for him to concentrate more on refining hisother much stronger pitches.   Putnam is extremely athletic with a great baseball pedigree, and is someone the Indians areexcited about.  Coming out of college at Michigan, he was a very advanced pitcher and a guywho knows how to pitch.  He is a physical presence on the mound with a very strong delivery. He has a big frame to go along with very strong legs and broad shoulders that give him an idealbody to be a workhorse in the starting rotation or bullpen. He is an aggressive, power pitcherwho has a lot of confidence and shows excellent composure in tight games or when things arenot going right for him.  His makeup and toughness are off the charts, and he handles adversitywell.  He is a notorious big game player who has that knack of coming through in the clutch. Not only does he have the right demeanor as a pitcher, but he also puts up a high groundballrate.  Hitters have trouble lifting the ball against him because of his heavy sinking powerfastball, and he was one of the best pitchers in the Eastern League at inducing groundballs onballs hit in play.   Putnam began last season in the rotation at High-A Kinston.  If not for an injury to right-handerBryce Stowell in spring training, he was actually slotted to open the season in the Kinstonbullpen from the start, but with Stowell sidelined Putnam slid into his rotation spot which allowedfor him to get more regular work before his eventual move to a priority bullpen role.  That movecame on May 6th when he was promoted to Double-A Akron and officially moved to the bullpenas a reliever.  His numbers were not overly impressive at Akron, but when you scratch belowthe surface, you see what makes him so intriguing. He gets hitters to pound the ball into theground (2.06 GO/AO), has surrendered just three home runs in 90.1 career innings pitched (0.3HR/9), and has a good career 2.8 BB/9 and 8.8 K/9 rate.   Since the day Putnam signed the Indians' scouting department saw him as a guy who couldhelp out the major league team in the bullpen, and had the potential to be very special as abullpen pitcher and could come quick.  He has the ability to handle any role, be it starting orpitching out of the bullpen, but the Indians moved him to the bullpen early last season becausethey felt that the move would help his development and possibly speed up his advancement tothe major leagues.  Because he has an advanced feel for pitching to go along with excellentmakeup and composure on the mound and two outstanding pitches, they felt he could handlethe sudden change even though he had limited professional experience and had not even beenin the system for a year.  He is tenacious on the mound, much like a pit bull where he will attackand challenge hitters and go right at them without backing down.  That aggressiveness is whatthe Indians and scouts love about him as a reliever.   But while he transitioned well to pitching out of the bullpen, the Indians will supposedly have himpitch out of the starting rotation at least to start the 2010 season.  They do not want to abandonhim as a starting pitching prospect, where with his stuff he would be more valuable, but pitchingin the rotation will also give him the regular work needed to refine his pitches, delivery, and workthrough several game situations that otherwise could not be reproduced in a bullpen rolepitching two to three times a week for a total of three to four innings.  Depending on how thingsgo, he could be moved back to the bullpen later in the year.   Putnam still has some mechanical issues with his delivery he is working through where hedoesn't use his lower half well and drags his back leg, and as a result this affects his commandat times. He worked on this delivery issue and others all season, and went out to the ArizonaFall League to continue the work set up to straighten out his delivery.  While his arm action isfree and easy, he has a high effort delivery would could present problems for him with hiscommand down the road.  He is still working on developing his secondary stuff, namelydeveloping a better feel for both his slider and curveball.  He is also still learning how to pitchand understand that he just can't blow fastballs by everyone.   Outlook:  With Putnam's athleticism, makeup, mid-90s fastball and assortment of pitches, hehas the potential to be a dominant pitcher in the big leagues.  When you have a guy with thatmany tools and the ability to command the strike zone like he does, you have the makings of aspecial pitcher. The question at the moment is whether he impacts the Indians down the road asa starter or reliever, as that is an unknown at this point.  He should open the 2010 season in thestarting rotation at Double-A Akron, though a move back to the bullpen at some point in theseason is quite possible.  He also could see time in Cleveland by the end of the season.   Photo courtesy of Ken Carr  Zach Putnam MinorLeagueBaseball.com page  Zach Putnam Baseball-Reference page  Zach Putnam MinorLeagueSplits.com page  16. Alexander Perez - Right-handed PitcherBorn: 07/24/1989 - Height: 6'2" - Weight: 156 - Bats: Right - Throws: Right           Year   Age   Team   Lvl
 W
 L
 ERA
 G
 GS
 IP
 H
 ER
 HR
 BB
 SO
 AVG
 BB/9
 K/9
 WHIP
 
    2007   17   DSL Indians   R
 1
 2
 2.90
 13
 10
 49.2
 41
 16
 3
 13
 64
 .218
 2.4
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 11.7
 1.10
 
    2008   18   GCL Indians   R
 2
 4
 4.26
 10
 9
 50.2
 37
 24
 5
 16
 49
 .204
 2.9
 8.8
 1.06
 
    2009   19   Lake County   A
 5
 4
 3.04
 15
 15
 83.0
 69
 28
 9
 24
 76
 .223
 2.6
 8.2
 1.12
 
    2009   19   Kinston   A+
 1
 2
 2.87
 8
 7
 31.1
 32
 10
 1
 9
 31
 .264
 2.6
 9.0
 1.32
 
        Totals   
 9
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 12
 3.27
 46
 41
 214.2
 179
 78
 18
 62
 220
 .224
 2.6
 9.2
 1.13
 
      

History: Perez was signed by the Indians as an undrafted free agent in May 2007 out of the
Dominican Republic.  He allowed two earned runs or less in 20 of his 23 outings last year, and
in one of those three outings he allowed only three earned runs.  His most forgettable
performance of the year last season was on May 21st when he went just three innings and
allowed eight earned runs and four home runs.  He was shutdown for three weeks in August
because of a sore shoulder. 

  

Strengths & Opportunities: Perez throws a standard three pitch mix of a fastball, curveball
and changeup. His fastball sits at 89-91 MPH and has touched 93 MPH, and his arm is so
strong and works so easy that with maturity the Indians expect he is going to add more velocity. 
He locates his fastball well to both sides of the plate with some sink to it.  His curveball and
changeup are much more advanced than most players his age as the way he consistently
throws them for strikes and his unbelievable command in the zone is something you don't see
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from pitchers his age.  Both are already above average pitches and both have the potential to
be plus pitches and out pitches at the major league level, especially the curveball which is
already a swing-and-miss pitch for him.  The curveball is the slightly better of the two pitches
and shows some good, hard break to it, and he has the confidence and ability to throw it in any
count he wants on any given day.  His changeup has okay action in the zone and is still
improving, but his arm action is so good that it fools the hitter right out of the hand that it gets
them out on their front foot. 

  

Perez has proven to be one of the best pitchers in the organization at controlling what he can
control by limiting their walks, getting strikeouts, and putting the ball on the ground.  He shows a
good feel for pitching, and with his exceptional secondary stuff, if his fastball comes and he is
consistently sitting in the low 90s with it he has the potential to be a consistent major league
pitcher.  He has a little bit of deception in the way he throws as he is kind of very soft when he
breaks his hands and leaves the rubber and then all of a sudden has a very fast arm.  He is a
very loose bodied pitcher, and has a good frame that should fill out and blow up the next two
seasons.  He is still tall and lanky, but has added about 25 pounds of weight to his frame since
signing with the Indians in May of 2007 and will continue to do so.  When he is between the
white lines he is focused on getting the job done, and whether he has a good or bad outing he
remains positive and is the same kid coming into the locker room with the same smile.  He is a
very mature player, and carries himself well. 

  

While Perez has shown the ability to throw strikes and get hitters out with plus secondary stuff,
going forward it is all about developing his confidence in his fastball.  He knows his secondary
stuff is so good so it is easy for him to get caught up in using it, but the Indians want him to
develop the fastball and increase his usage of it since it will be a key pitch in his arsenal as he
moves up to the higher levels in the system.  After a very impressive performance the first half
of the season at Low-A Lake County, the Indians sent him to High-A Kinston to challenge him
and get him to understand that he needs to pitch and get outs with his fastball.  Near the end of
the season he started to get better and better with his fastball usage which will allow him to
pitch deeper into games in the future.  With his stuff he doesn't need a lot of velocity with his
fastball to be successful, he just needs to command it well and understand how to attack the
swing because he can command three pitches. 

  

In addition to paying more attention to his fastball usage, Perez is also learning to refine himself
as a pitcher.  The Indians have worked with him on keeping his head straight with his follow
through as sometimes his head will pull off to the side which in turn affects his command.  They
also have worked with him on tightening up his mannerisms on the mound as while he is just a
very confident player he sometimes comes off as being cocky.  He is still tall and lanky, so
adding more strength and bulk is a must if he is to be able to handle the workload of a starting
pitcher.  He is still learning to more consistently pound the zone with his fastball and refine his
secondary stuff, and once he does a better job of repeating his mechanics he'll have even
better command of all his pitches. 

  

Outlook:  Perez has the stuff to potentially be a front end of the rotation starter, but is more
ideal projection is as a middle of the rotation big league starter.  The Indians have been high on
him from the day they signed him, and he continues to elevate his prospect status every year
and is now one of the top pitching prospects in the organization.  He is the next big pitching
prospect coming up from the lower levels of the Indians system who should become much more
of a household name over the coming years, and he is a player to definitely watch grow and
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develop the next few seasons.  He should open the 2010 season in the High-A Kinston starting
rotation and potentially finish the season at Double-A Akron. 

  

Photo courtesy of Tony Lastoria

  

Alexander Perez MinorLeagueBaseball.com page

  

Alexander Perez Baseball-Reference page

  

Alexander Perez MinorLeagueSplits.com page
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