
Cleveland Indians Baseball

The Central Division is already becoming the division that nobody wants to win. After the
Indians gave away their seven game lead, they picked a one game lead back up after sweeping
the Pirates last weekend. Now, as the Tigers have lost six of nine, the Indians hold a one game
lead because they have played two fewer games than the Tigers, so they have two fewer
losses.

  

Word came out early this morning that Shin-Soo Choo is headed to the disabled list with a
broken thumb suffered when Jonathan “I Have No Idea Where The F*** The Ball Is Going”
Sanchez drilled him on the hand with a pitch in Friday night’s incredibly frustrating 4-3 loss.

  

So, with that, this week’s View from the Porch will focus on the Indians best options to replace
Shin-Soo Choo and why I loathe interleague play.

      

Chooooooosing a Replacement
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The time has come Indians fans. We have our first major injury with a player that is impossible
to replace. While Shin-Soo Choo’s numbers have been replaceable, the in-house options are
like sticking your hand in a bag full of used needles from HIV patients. Not only is it going to hurt
getting poked by dozens of needles, but there are also going to be long-term effects. At least,
suicide exempted, it will be hard to get a disease and eventually succumb from it thanks to
watching the carousel of incompetence that will inhabit right field.

  

Let’s look one by one at the Shin-Soo Choo replacement candidates.

  

Austin Kearns: As I said last night on Twitter, I believe that Austin Kearns has eephus bat
speed. Maybe, if I’m being generous, he could hit a palm ball. Maybe he could go the Eric
Byrnes route and tear up a slow-pitch softball league.

  

I have nothing against Austin Kearns as a person. I sympathize with his family situation and I
think he’s a genuinely good teammate. He’s just not a very talented teammate. He has been an
above average fielder in his time playing this season, but he could not hit a Titanic-sized piñata
with a five-foot bat.

  

Travis Buck: The similarities between Travis Buck and Shin-Soo Choo end after the “Throws:
L” on Travis Buck’s baseball cards, assuming any are actually printed. Travis Buck is a slap
hitter that pulls the ball. Barreling up the ball is an inconvenience for him, and while he has
come up with a couple big hits this year, he has been unable to stay with the team all season
despite the bench players of the aforementioned Kearns, Adam Everett, Lou Marson, Shelley
Duncan, and Ezequiel Carrera being on the team.

  

There are red flags and then there’s that. Part of the reason has been that Buck has a minor
league option while Austin Kearns doesn’t. I say, if Austin Kearns is so valuable that Travis
Buck must be sent down just so Kearns can be kept, therein lies the problem.

  

Shelley Duncan: Shelley Duncan takes routes to fly balls that Shin-Soo Choo wouldn’t even
take while drunk. There are American League pitchers who probably hit right handers better
than Sloth. He has had success as a pinch hitter and really has not when playing all nine
innings of a game.
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Duncan is a great teammate and the Indians did struggle while he was gone. I’m sure that
there’s next to no correlation between the two, but it is good to see Sloth back, even if he has
very big limitations.

  

The Beer Guy: You know the one. The black beer vendor at the Jake who can be heard on the
telecast most of the time. He may be a little old at this stage to be running around right field, but
he would have no problem calling for a ball or making the catch in his oversized beer tray. I can
only imagine him running in for a pop-up, calling for it saying “THE BEER GUY’S HERE!”

  

Ketchup: Ketchup seems to have the most athleticism of the hot dogs participating in the
Sugardale Hot Dog Derby. Based on what I have scouted, he would have no issue running over
the catch on a close play at the plate. He is not a grinder because he doesn’t play the game the
right way, but he has a youthful exuberance that could be a shot in the arm for a ballclub. He’s
also a better option than the other two because Mustard doesn’t seem to be very energetic and
Onion can’t catch a fly ball while holding a purse.

  

Also, for what it’s worth, I hate the hot dog derby and cannot understand why everyone gets so
excited about something we blatantly ripped off from Milwaukee four years ago.

  

 3 / 4



Cleveland Indians Baseball

The Ghost of Joc-O-Sot: Erie St. Cemetery sits across from the ballpark on E. 9th St. and is afascinating place to walk through before a game. The cemetery is full of 19thcentury graves and some pretty elaborate memorials. In Erie St. Cemetery is the grave ofJoc-O-Sot, a Sauk Indian Chief who joined a Cleveland-based Vaudeville troupe to raise moneyfor his Native American tribe after he returned from war.  Joc-O-Sot fell ill while in Cleveland and wished to return home to his native Minnesota to beburied, but he never made it. Legend has it that Joc-O-Sot’s spirit smashed his originalgravestone because of his frustration for being buried in Cleveland. Legend also has it thatJoc-O-Sot will haunt Jacobs Field if “he’s having a particularly bad day”.  My guess is that every day will be a bad day for Joc-O-Sot if Austin Kearns, Travis Buck, orShelley Duncan become everyday players, so that makes J-O-S an option for us in right field.  Me, Adam Burke: At this point, I’m willing to try anybody in right field, so I figure, why notmyself? I can’t hit worth a damn, but I think I’d be a pretty good outfielder and I have a strongarm. It would certainly rank above Brantley and Sizemore in terms of speed and accuracy. Iwould be a good teammate and have issues working a walk.  So, the Choo injury pretty clearly leaves a black hole in the offense and the defense that willprobably not be filled too well by the in-house options. It may be time for the front office to lookto pull a trade for a guy who can the play the OF and then move to 1B or 3B when Choo doesreturn, probably in August or September.    Keep Interleague Play to a Minimum  I hate interleague play. I can’t stand the notion of seeing our pitchers try to hit for nine games aseason while our $13M DH gets one at bat. Sure, I enjoy seeing Carlos Gonzalez and TroyTulowitzki come in town, and I was thrilled to watch Albert Pujols last year, but, 18 games ofinterleague play is ridiculous. It constitutes over ten percent of the season.  There’s a competitive imbalance that happens in every interleague series because of thedifferences between the leagues. You can argue that it balances out in that the AL has adesignated hitter and the NL has better hitting pitchers when playing in the other league’s park,but these games just don’t seem to hold the same importance. Obviously, a win is a win, but Iwould rather see another set of series against the AL East or play within the Central again.  Now, there’s talk of re-alignment forcing a National League team to the NL West and creatingtwo interleague series per week. This is ludicrous in my opinion. Though we have seenexclusively-DH players getting less money and gathering less importance over the last couple ofyears because of the defense craze of UZR and range factor, but I hate this idea to my core.  Play local rivals once on the road and once at home and get on with playing in your own league.Give the fans a chance to travel around the region to see Great  American Ball  Park or PNCand then get on with the games that hold the most importance. Interleague play is reserved forthe World Series. That’s it.    I’d like to try and do a View from the Porch Q&A Inbox type thing, so if anybody would like tosubmit a question for me to answer, please email it to me at adam@theclevelandfan.com  and Iwill try to organize those for an upcoming VftP article.  Follow me @SkatingTripods on Twitter
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