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Whoa, tell us how you really feel...

September 22nd, 2011

Chicago White Sox - 2
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Cleveland Indians - 11

W: Jeanmar Gomez (5-2) L: Philip Humber (9-9)

[BOXSCORE]

Fukudome, Kipnis, boom hit the ground running.

The night started with a bang and ended with one as well. Heck, when you look at it in a certain
way, the Indians actually scored more innings than they didn't. Subtract the second, third and

fourth innings and the Indians scored in every inning.

Where's this offense been hiding? Maybe on the Disabled List, | don't know. But really, lookie
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here. The game started off with the back-to-back shots and that was the first time the Indians
did that since 2007. But after the White Sox tied things up in the fifth, the Indians answered right
back. Huge.

And from there, they went off. Imagine what a healthy core can do, right? Cabrera powered
things, he must be feeling really rested and recharged. I'm not saying a healthy Tribe lineup is

going to that every night,
but. It can do that every night if it is healthy.

You never know where to start in a win like this one. You had so many factors at work, but Kos
uke Fukudome

was essentially the catalyst in this one. He's been a catalyst in many ways since coming over
though. Acta said that there has been so much stability established by Fukudome since coming
over.

"This guy shows up and plays every single game pretty much and every single inning," Acta
said. "[He's hit] wherever we've needed him -- sixth, leadoff -- and the defense that he has
played has been fantastic."”

Fukudome says he's more aggressive in the American League. His uncertainty about the
league made him be more aggressive and man is it showing the way he swings the bat. The
good news is he still gets on base like he did with Chicago, so he's really found himself in
Cleveland. I'd really like to have him back next year, especially with the way Grady, Choo, and
Brantley have all had injuries to deal with and Sizemore just being flat out injury prone.
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Whether or not the Indians will be able to keep him is a story we can talk about in the offseason,
but flat out, I'd like to see him back next year. Hopefully the bugs do not deter him from
considering a return.

"l do enjoy playing baseball here," said Fukudome, who then flashed his sense of humor. "I like
it, but there's too many bugs."

Oh and the catch he made? In the fourth inning his diving snag to rob Adam Dunn. He does it
all really. On base three times, scored twice, knocked in a few runs, made a big catch. All in a
days work, right?

Fukudome was the catalyst, but Asdrubal Cabrera was the start of the offense on this night.
He blasted the big three-run shot in the 7th that created the separation needed in the game and
made some history in the process.

His 25th home run set the club record home runs by a shorstop, passing Jhonny Peralta. He
also became the first Indians shortstop to hit 90 RBI in one season since 1948. The last to do it?
Lou Boudreau of course. With eight more he'll joint the exclusive club of 100-RBI shortstops for
the Indians, with Boudreau and Joe Sewell.

"What a night,"” Acta said. "Three-run homer and then the two-run single. This guy is putting
together some really good numbers. ... It's been remarkable what he has been able to do
offensively this year."

Oh and get this... He'd be the first Indian to knock in 100 runs in a season since 2007, when
Victor Martinez and Travis Hafner both did it. Can you believe that? The Indians haven't had a
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100-RBI guy the past three seasons? If you wondering if another club has done anything like
that, Oakland and San Francisco both have. Oakland may break that streak this year with Josh
Willingham, but they haven't had one since Eric Chavez did it in 2005. San Francisco has been
so close so many times in recent years, falling short several times, but still not having a legit
100-RBI guy since Barry Bonds in 2004. Seattle has had Raul Ibanez in 2008, Pittsburgh had
Jason Bay in 2006, and Houston with Carlos Lee in 2009.

So it isn't that uncommon and some teams have had longer streaks, but it is kind of weird to not
see that feat done in four years.

| digress, Cabrera has had a wonderful season and it would be nice to see him top it off with a
100-RBI year just to show off.

Finally, let's talk about our little Jeanmar there. A few weeks ago it was David Huff. He was on a
roll, everyone was penciling him into the rotation. Now, Jeanmar Gomez is on that type of role
where people are penciling him into the rotation. | think Manny Acta put it best in regards to
what Gomez has done.

"We're not handing out jobs right now in September," Acta said. "But he certainly has put
himself in the mix to be competing in our rotation. He knows that."

David Huff didn't earn his job earlier and he didn't lose it with the way he's pitched lately. But
what happens now can certainly add or take away from one's case. The same will go for
Jeanmar Gomez
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. I like the kid, | do, but he hasn't earned the spot yet. You can't decide next year right now, so
let's go easy on penciling him in. Gomez will be in that battle, so will Huff and a few others.
They'll probably be the main competitors, but they haven't won anything.

Gomez was good last night, as he has been for several starts now. He's 5-0 over his last five
starts and it hasn't just been offensive support, he's carried a 2.10 ERA. He's not overpowering
by any means, but he just seems to get results.

As he turned over a Josh Tomlin-type leaf in terms of being a guy with pinpoint control? Not
quite, which has me a little tentative to crown him.

All'in all though, a great night and a great step towards finishing this thing off in second place.
With no more games against the White Sox left, the Tribe is 1.5 game ahead of them with seven
of their own games left to play. Four against the Twins this weekend and three against the
Tigers next week. The Sox meanwhile have three against Kansas City and three against
Toronto.

Thing is, Chicago is four games behind the .500 record, the Indians are just one. So in reality,
Chicago has a lot of ground to make up with the Indians being so close to the .500 mark.

Random Details...

Unnoticed in the offensive outburst was the 2-for-3, three run, one walk performance by the Lil
Pip-Zeke, Ezequiel Carrera. We talk about solidifying spots, right now, Zeke is getting an
upper-hand in the battle for the fourth outfield spot with what he's doing right now.
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Not every night you win 11-2 and Hafner, Santana, and Sizemore combine to go 3-for-12 with
one run scored and ultimately not playing a large factor in the scoring.

Jack Hannahan scored twice and was on base twice via the walk. | said it during the game last
night on Twitter, but Hannahan makes those charging barehanded throws (a really difficult play)
look entirely way too easy and routine.

Zach Putnam, 1-2-3 inning on 10 pitches, seven of those strikes. Turn it around Putnam, good
work.

[THE MEETING AT HOME]
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