General

This is one installment in a team effort by The Cleveland Fan, highlighting the top local sports
figures by jersey number. Please weigh in with your thoughts on the Boards . And as David
Letterman would say, “For entertainment purposes only; please, no wagering.”
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There are really just two serious candidates for top honors at #13 in our series...with all due
respect to Felix Fermin. As it turns out, Fermin is due more respect than he is often afforded,
having brought to Cleveland in trade one of the greatest shortstops in major league history, and
one of the most popular Cleveland Indians of all time, Omar Vizquel . Still not enough to get

Felix the Cat serious consideration in his own right.

On the other hand, there are dozens of reasons to decide on Vizquel as our choice at #13, not
least the 11 Gold Gloves and the 2,877 hits, in a career that spanned four decades in the
majors. He played his best years in our town, and he did it with flair, and a winning smile, and
sometimes even with his bare hand. He made spectacular plays routinely, leaving us certain we
had never seen anyone do it better. And yeah...I saw Ozzie Smith.



boards/viewtopic.php?f=3&t=22485
http://www.baseball-reference.com/players/v/vizquom01.shtml
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who watched him play every day, yet he still has his detractors . Consider though, that there
are just two other players in major league history with more than 10 Gold Gloves and more than
2,850 career hits. Not two shortstops.Two players...total. Roberto Clemente and Willie Mays.
Defense rests.

Omar played in two World Series under the Wahoo cap, and paired up with Robbie Alomar ( ou
r choice for #12

) to form perhaps the best double-play combination of all time. He played more games at
shortstop than anyone else, and became the oldest player to ever man the position. And
besides, he’s got

his own website

. But there’s one big thing he

didn’t

do that his chief competitor at #13 did manage to pull off. And that was to win a world
championship for the city of Cleveland.

The Good Doctor Ryan

While Vizquel is revered by Clevelanders in large part for his consistency...his longevity...his
excellence over literally thousands of games, Frank Ryan has been immortalized in Cleveland
essentially for just one. December 27, 1964. Cleveland Municipal Stadium. The NFL
Championship Game.

Cleveland Browns 27 - Baltimore Colts 0
Maybe it shouldn’t be that way, but that’s all that matters. He won it all...at the most important

position on the field. And nobody in this town has done it since. That makes Frank Ryan
Cleveland’s most significant #13 ever.
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http://mlb.si.com/2012/06/26/why-omar-vizquel-is-not-a-hall-of-famer/
misc/general/7-general-archive/10807-top-cleveland-sports-figures-by-the-numbers-12-and-a-quiz-wow-your-friends
misc/general/7-general-archive/10807-top-cleveland-sports-figures-by-the-numbers-12-and-a-quiz-wow-your-friends
http://www.omarvizquel.com/
http://www.pro-football-reference.com/players/R/RyanFr00.htm
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Ryan wasn’t even a starter in college at Rice University. He played behind big-time prospect
King Hill, who became known mostly for his time as the Philadelphia Eagles QB in the early
60’s. Ryan was getting ready to go to graduate school in mathematics, and had been accepted
at UCLA and Cal Berkeley among other places. He was shocked when L.A. Rams G.M. Pete
Rozelle picked him in the 4th round in the 1958 draft. Rozelle liked his size (6’3, 200) and his
strong arm, and thought he had a good chance to develop, as a backup at least.

Ryan considered not playing pro football at all, but since he had been drafted by a southern
California team, Rozelle convinced him he could attend UCLA and play for the Rams at the
same time. But Ryan mostly rode the bench in L.A., getting frustrated behind Zeke Bratkowski
and Billy Wade. He had 11 starts in four seasons, and in 1962 Paul Brown traded for him to be
Jim Ninowski’s backup with the Browns.

CUSTD R | o
The frustration didn’t end there. Ryan was not happy to be traded to Cleveland. He was
twenty-six, and he knew that Ninowski was a fixture as the starter with the Browns, and had the
full confidence of Paul Brown. In addition, Ryan was good friends with Steelers wide receiver
Buddy Dial, and had hoped to be traded to Pittsburgh. He admitted later that his bitterness
about his treatment in L.A. affected him with the Browns when he saw Ninowski getting almost

all the practice reps, and he felt he wasn’t given a fair shot at the starting job.

That shot came in the middle of the 1962 season when Ninowski broke his collarbone and was
lost for the season. Ryan started the last seven games in ‘62, and remained the starter for the
next five full seasons. Ryan was inconsistent at times in those seven starts, as the Browns went
3-3-1, but Brown liked what he saw. In his 1997 book, “When All the World Was Browns Town”
, Terry Pluto relates a quote from Brown, near the end of the 1962 season..”If Ryan continues to
improve, the deal with Los Angeles could dwarf all the others. | don’t want to build this out of
proportion, but the more | see of him, the more | like. He doesn’t lack for courage. He’s no
schoolboy”
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http://www.cnn.com/2013/01/27/opinion/greene-sports-stats/index.html
http://books.google.com/books?id=y6Q6nNNAPEsC&pg=PA51&dq=Frank+Ryan+Browns&hl=en&sa=X&ei=SsMWUeOhMPG60AGjtIGwAQ&ved=0CEwQ6AEwBQ#v=onepage&q=Frank%20Ryan%20Browns&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=y6Q6nNNAPEsC&pg=PA51&dq=Frank+Ryan+Browns&hl=en&sa=X&ei=SsMWUeOhMPG60AGjtIGwAQ&ved=0CEwQ6AEwBQ#v=onepage&q=Frank%20Ryan%20Browns&f=false
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pSf35u2QQ3Q
http://www.cleveland.com/brownshistory/plaindealer/index.ssf?/browns/more/history/19641227BROWNS.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IaMGIdfUl9o
http://www.baseball-reference.com/players/c/cabreas01.shtml
http://www.basketball-reference.com/players/t/thomptr01.html
http://www.basketball-reference.com/players/w/westde01.html
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http://www.cleveland.com/livingston/index.ssf/2012/12/years_after_his_career_with_oh.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k-UvO6tS0II
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k-UvO6tS0II
http://espn.go.com/college-football/story/_/id/8747028/maurice-clarett-formerly-ohio-state-buckeyes-talks-drugs-jail-football
http://twitter.com/dwismar
http://www.footballcardgallery.com/

