The MAC

The field of 11 has effectively been cut in half as only the top six remain in the MAC
Tournament. The quarterfinals round will be played on Thursday night in Cleveland. Ironically,
Kent State and Western Michigan, the two teams who had a bye to the quarterfinals, played
each other in the quarterfinal round last season. Both the Flashes and the Broncos will have to
overcome early jitters, as their two opponents are both 2-0 already in the MAC Tournament.

In Wednesday night’s action from Quicken Loans Arena in Cleveland, both favorites moved on
with double digit wins. The lower-seeded, but favored, Buffalo Bulls took care of business with a
76-61 win over the Ball State Cardinals. The Bulls turned up the intensity in the second half,
scoring 46 of their 76 points and holding the Cardinals to just 25 points. The second half
barrage erased a six-point halftime deficit.

Javon McCrea had 18 points and 11 rebounds, but the story was Will Regan. The sophomore
forward, who transferred from Virginia back to his hometown Buffalo, averaged 11 points per
game this season. On Wednesday, he dropped in 36 points on 11-of-17 shooting, including
five-for-seven from three-point range. Juwan Scaife held up his end for Ball State, scoring
nearly half of the Cardinals’ points with a 28-point effort.

Towards the end of the first half, Buffalo started a 29-8 run and made 16-0f-25 shots in the
second half. The Bulls had 19 assists and 13 steals against just 11 turnovers, while the
Cardinals had 11 assists, just five steals, and 16 turnovers.

In the late game, the Eastern Michigan Eagles advanced with a 58-47 win over the Miami of
Ohio Redhawks. The Eagles had four players in double figures and did what they usually do on
the defensive end, holding the Redhawks to just 35 percent shooting. The Redhawks made just
seven two-point field goals. It was a sloppy game that featured 36 turnovers and 38 fouls.
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Allen Roberts, clearly hampered by his bad knee, managed just six points on 1-of-7 shooting.
Will Felder and Jon Harris combined for more than half of Miami’s points with 28, 14 a piece.
Derek Thompson had 14 to lead the Eagles, who started the second half with a three-point lead
and opened it up to 11 with a 12-4 run after the break.

The Buffalo Bulls, who have been playing very good basketball over the last four weeks, will
face off with the Kent State Golden Flashes at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday night. The #4 seed
Flashes will be taking the floor for the first time in the MAC Tournament. The Bulls will be
playing their third game in four days, after spending Tuesday making the four-hour trek from
Buffalo to Cleveland. Fatigue could be a factor late.

Kent State won both regular season meetings. In January, they won 80-68 in Buffalo and came
away with an 83-81 overtime victory at home during the last week of February. In that February
game, the two teams combined to take 134 shots. Javon McCrea had a triple-double with 32
points, 15 rebounds, and eight blocks. Four Golden Flashes were in double figures, led by
Randal Holt’s 28 points.

A similar game at the Q on Thursday would breathe some life into the tournament and could be
a possibility. Over their last 10 games, the Flashes have scored no less than 68 points. The
Bulls have scored 150 points in the first two rounds of the MAC Tournament.

Both teams are playing with some confidence right now. The Bulls appear to be clicking at the
right time and the Flashes have won five straight entering postseason play, including a 68-64
win at rival Akron last Friday.

This game could have some fireworks and may wind up being one of the best of the
tournament. The winner will face #1 Akron on Friday night.

In the other quarterfinal matchup, it's a battle of directional Michigan schools. East meets West
as the Eastern Michigan Eagles take the floor for the third time in four days against the
well-rested Western Michigan Broncos. The Eagles grabbed just their third win outside of
Ypsilanti with Wednesday’s win over Miami of Ohio. The Broncos are 7-9 in road/neutral games
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on the season.

The Eagles have won both games in the tournament thus far on the strength of their defense.
Opposing teams are shooting just 32.9 percent (28-0f-85) against the Eagles. They are not an
offensively-gifted team by any means and their defensive prowess will have to carry them to
victory over the Broncos. As for the Broncos, they don’t particularly excel in any facet of the
game, but they do find ways to win.

These two teams split their regular season meetings. The Broncos came away with a 63-59 win
at home back in January. The Eagles took down a 50-49 overtime victory on March 2. The last
four matchups between the two teams have been decided by a total of nine points, so expect
more of the same here as the winner moves on and the loser goes home.

The winner of this one will face #2 Ohio on Friday night.

Both games can be seen on SportsTime Ohio.
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