
The MAC

Call it “mid-major” if you will, but the Mid-American Conference has rarely been short on
first-rate talent. Over the past 20 years, in particular, the MAC has earned a new level of respect
for its output of NFL Pro Bowlers and—to a less publicized but perhaps even more impressive
extent— outstanding basketball players. There have been so many great MAC hoopsters in
recent years, in fact, that I might as well rank them all in a tidy Top 50 list-- with optimal levels of
subjectivity and faux-controversy for your obsessive-compulsive enjoyment.

  

WARNING: Due to the inescapable limitations of time and memory, this particular list of the
Greatest MAC Basketball Players will keep the focus firmly on this past generation: 1991-2011,
with all due respect to the Wayne Embrys, Nate Thurmonds, Dan Majerles, and Ron Harpers of
the past. In truth, though, it could easily be argued that it was in the ‘90s-- as schools like Akron,
Northern Illinois, and Buffalo joined the fold—that the Mid-American Conference seemed to
enter a new golden age, anyway. New rivalries developed, recruiting improved, and a parade of
blue chip, pro-ready stars began crashing the NCAA’s Big Dance on an annual basis, waving
the proud (albeit somewhat generic) MAC flag.

  

So, at the happy expense of any further focus on another laughable BCS harvest, belated NBA
regular season yawns, or Cleveland Browns’ December death marches, let us unveil the list... n
ow slightly updated thanks to much appreciated reader feedback (whining).

      The 50 Greatest MAC Basketball Players: 1991-2011
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  50. D.J. COOPER (G, Ohio) | 2009-PresentStill just a junior, the pesky Cooper led the entire NCAA in assists as a freshman and helpedlead the Bobcats to a tournament upset over Georgetown in 2010. He’s a good bet for Player ofthe Year in 2012.  

  49. MICHAEL BRAMOS (F, Miami) | 2005-2009 The 2009 MAC Player of the Year wound up his four years in Miami at #6 on the Redhawks’all-time scoring list (1,515).  48. LEON RODGERS (F, Northern Illinois) | 1998-2002 The 6-foot-6 Rodgers went from solid to superb in his senior year, averaging 21 points and 9boards for the 2001-02 Huskies.  47. BEN REED (G, Western Michigan) | 2001-2005 Named to the All-MAC First Team in both 2004 and 2005, Reed is Western Michigan’s all-timeleading 3-point shooter and led the Broncos to the Big Dance in ’04.  46. DEMETRIC SHAW (G, Kent State) | 1999-2002He didn't score much or rack up assists, but as one of five Kent guards in the Top 50, Shawmade his name on D, winning two MAC Defensive Player of the Year awards-- enough to earnhim a spot above 2011 MAC POY and fellow Flash Justin Greene.  45. NATE HUFFMAN (C, Central Michigan) | 1995-1997 He only played two seasons in Mt. Pleasant, but the 7-foot-1 Huffman dominated the paint (16PPG, 10 RPG), eventually making his way to the NBA for a fleeting moment.  

44. ROMEO TRAVIS (F, Akron) | 2003-2007 LeBron’s St. V pal was MAC player of the year in his senior season and took the  Zips to aschool record 26 wins—but a Miami buzzer beater in the MAC  tourney kept him out of the BigDance.  43. GENO FORD (G, Ohio) | 1993-1997 Long before D.J. Cooper, the Bobcats had another brilliant point guard in this former Mr. Ohio,who not only fed the monster that was Gary Trent, but scored 1,752 points himself—fifth most inschool history.  42. JOE REITZ (C, Western Michigan) | 2004-2008 A classic undersized MAC center in the Antonio Gates mold, Reitz was a model of consistencyfor WMU—somewhat quietly ending up #4 on the school’s all-time scoring list (1,713) and #3 inrebounding (939).  41. JAMI BOSLEY (G, Akron) | 1997-2000 At barely six feet tall, this Ohio State transfer proved an unlikely triple threat for the reborn Zipsof the late ‘90s, averaging close to 18 points, 4 assists, AND 4 rebounds during his three yearsin Akron. He edges out scrappy backcourt mate Jimmal Ball, who never quite reached hispotential.  40. XAVIER SILAS (G, Northern Illinois) | 2009-2011 A  marginal  role  player for Colorado, Xavier (son of Paul) found stardom  after  his  transfer toNIU, averaging 21 points and 5 rebounds across  two  seasons  and making the All-MAC FirstTeam in 2011.  

39. JOHN REIMOLD (F, Bowling Green) | 2002-2005 Before  his  brother Nolan got to the Major Leagues, John was the better  known  Reimold atBGSU, averaging 16 PPG for the Falcons across three  seasons  and leading the MAC in PPG(18.5) in 2004-05.  38. AL FISHER (G, Kent State) | 2007-2009 The Flashes’ flashy point guard completely controlled the tempo of the game  during his twoyears in Kent, highlighted by a MAC Player of the Year  award and an NCAA tourneyappearance in 2008.  37. GIORDAN WATSON (G, Central Michigan) | 2004-2008 Watson was often overlooked on a generally mediocre CMU team, but he was one of theMAC’s most productive little men of all-time, scoring 1,763 points (#4 in CMU history) anddishing out 489 assists (#1 in CMU history, #17 in MAC history).  36. TAMAR SLAY (G, Marshall) | 1998-2002 Though he may have peaked with his All-MAC First Team sophomore season, Slay remained aunique, dangerous weapon his whole career—a 6-foot-8 guard who could score, dish, andrebound.  35. CASEY SHAW (C, Toledo) | 1994-1998 This steady 7-footer enjoyed a very brief NBA stint not unlike that of Nate Huffman, but as afour year starter for Toledo, Shaw left a bigger collegiate legacy—ranking #6 in school history inpoints (1,562), #5 in rebounds (871), and #2 in blocks (112).  
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34. CHRIS WILLIAMS (G, Ball State) | 2001-2003 Had he played more than two years in Muncie, Williams likely could have rewritten the Cardinalrecord  book, as the 6-foot-3 shooting guard  piled up a MAC best 24.5 points per game in2002-03.  33. DeANDRE HAYNES (G, Kent State) | 2002-2006 Though never a prolific scorer, Haynes was the engine behind the second wave of MACdomination for the Golden Flahses, winning 2006 Player of the Year honors and breaking theKSU records for assists (625) and steals (229).  32. DUANE CLEMENS (G, Ball State) | 1996-2000 Great as Bonzi Wells was, he had himself a more than adequate sidekick in the sharp-shootingguard Clemens, who racked up 1,595 points of his own; sixth most in BSU history.  31. LEON WILLIAMS (F, Ohio) | 2004-2008 This  Bobcat postman was a 60% shooter and relentless glass eater, ranking #6  in MAChistory in career rebounds (1,090)-- helping him edge  his former teammate Jerome Tillman tomake our list.  30. MIKE WILLIAMS (F, Western Michigan) | 2002-2004 This particular Williams was an unstoppable force in the 2003-04 season-- dropping 19 pointsand 7 boards per game, winning MAC Player of the Year honors, and leading the Broncos to a26-5 record and NCAA berth.  

29. KEITH TRIPLETT (G, Toledo) | 2001-2005A controversial point-shaving scandal cast a sad cloud over a brilliant career for Triplett,currently the Rockets’ #3 all-time scorer (1,814), as well as  third in MAC history in steals(278)—second only to Bonzi Wells and Ron  Harper.  28. STEVE PAYNE (F, Ball State) | 1991-1995 Even before the arrival of Bonzi Wells, Ball State was a MAC power thanks in large part toSteve “House of” Payne, who routinely put up 20 and 10 en route to three consecutive FirstTeam All-MAC selections.  27. ANDREW MITCHELL (G, Kent State) | 1998-2002 The list of great Kent guards really is ridiculous, isn't it? Mitchell became a standout his senioryear, putting up 15/3/3 on the Flashes' road to an Elite 8 appearance.  26. BRANDON BOWDRY (F, Eastern Michigan) | 2006-2011 Improving  his numbers every season, the fifth-year senior broke out with a 20  PPG, 10 RPGeffort in 2010-11, putting him fourth in school history in  career points (1,856) and second inrebounds (1,007)—enough to make the  list above fellow EMU star John Bowler.  25. T.J. LUX (C, Northern Illinois) | 1995-2000 The Huskies’ all-time leading scorer (1,996) and rebounder (1,100) made two All-MAC FirstTeams, impressively sandwiched around a full season missed to injury.  

24. DERRICK TARVER (G, Akron) | 2002-2004 He  only  played 55 collegiate games, but the versatile 6-foot-4 Tarver left  his  mark as ascoring machine (21.6 PPG)—routinely putting the other  Zips  on his back (whether they liked itor not) for 40 minutes as an  outside  and inside threat.  23. J.R. VANHOOSE (C, Marshall) | 1998-2002 The  seventh  best rebounder in MAC history (1,088) also averaged 16 PPG as a  four  yearstarter for the since departed Thundering Herd.  22. BRIAN TOLBERT (G, Eastern Michigan) | 1992-1996 Not since George Gervin’s day had EMU seen a scorer like Brian Tolbert (1,726 points rank #4in school history), who helped lead the Eagles to a stunning win over Duke in the 1996 NCAATournament.  21. DAVID WEBBER (G, Central Michigan) | 1998-2002 He didn’t have his brother Chris’s size, but David Webber could score the rock—once puttingup 51 in a single game against Ball State, and graduating as CMU’s #3 all-time scorer (1,774points).  20. LEWIS GETER (F, Ohio) | 1990-1992 Geter was Columbus-born but initially played ball at Nebraska before transferring to OU, wherehe’d average 20 points and 9 boards on his way to the 1992 Player of the Year honor.  19. GREG STEMPIN (F, Toledo) | 1997-2001 The dominating, 6-foot-8 Stempin made the Rockets a perennial contender, scoring 1,705points across four seasons (#4 in school history) and making three consecutive All MAC FirstTeams.  
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18. TURNER BATTLE (G, Buffalo) | 2001-2005 A  dynamic guard who averaged roughly 14 points, 5 rebounds, 4  assists,  and 2 steals pergame his final three years, Battle finally  led the  Bulls into MAC relevance and earned himself2005 conference  Player of  the Year honors.  17. SADDI WASHINGTON (G, Western Michigan) | 1993-1998 Even after knee surgery cost him a full year, the Broncos’ explosive shooting guard bouncedback to make two straight All MAC First Teams, capped by a senior year in which he averaged22 PPG and put up 24 in an NCAA tourney upset of Clemson.  16. THERON SMITH (F, Ball State) | 1999-2003 A 16 PPG, 9 RPG powerhouse, Smith’s rise to greatness was derailed by an ACL tear justthree games into his senior season—but he still wound up playing a couple years in the NBA.  15. DERRICK DIAL (G, Eastern Michigan) | 1994-1998 Though overshadowed by his pint-sized cohort Earl Boykins, Dial was a huge factor in twoEMU NCAA Tournament appearances, averaging 21 points and 7 rebounds his senior year andgraduating as the school’s #3 all-time scorer (1,891).  14. KEITH McLEOD (G, Bowling Green) | 1998-2002 Filling the seemingly unfillable shoes of Antonio Daniels, BG’s next NBA-bound sharpshooterwas named MAC Player of the Year in 2002, while also surpassing Daniels to reach #2 on theFalcons’ all-time scoring list with 1,895 points.    

13. DAVID KOOL (G, Western Michigan) | 2006-2010 Living up to his name, Kool took his game to another level each season at WMU, culminating ina 2010 MAC Player of the Year award and a new school record for career points (2,122, #6 inMAC history).  12. CRAIG THAMES (G, Toledo) | 1992-1996 The freakishly athletic Rockets guard earned a pair of All MAC First Team nods, and his 1,964career points rank him #2 in Toledo history and #13 all-time in the MAC.  11. ANTHONY STACEY (F, Bowling Green) | 1995-2000 BGSU’s all-time leading scorer is not Keith McLeod, Antonio Daniels, or even Nate Thurmond,but this intimidating fellow—the 2000 MAC Player of the Year. Stacey’s 1,938 points put him at#14 in MAC history.  10. TREVOR HUFFMAN (G, Kent State) | 1998-2002 The quintessential scrappy Kent guard, Huffman was the choreographer of a team that dancedits way to legendary Cinderella status in 2001 and 2002-- and he remains the school’s #3all-time assist man (520) and #1 atop its scoring list with 1,820 career points.  9. CHRIS KAMAN (C, Central Michigan) | 2000-2003 It took the stringy-haired 7-footer a couple years to come into his own, but once he did, itresulted in a ridiculous average line of 22 points, 12 boards, and 3 blocks in the 2002-03season, earning Kaman MAC Player of the Year and a ticket to the front row of the NBA Draft.  8. DEVIN DAVIS (F, Miami) | 1993-1997 Born in Miami (FL) and starring for Miami (OH), this dreadlocked dynamo earned three All MACFirst Team selections, knocked off Arizona in the 1995 NCAA tourney, and currently stands at#3 all-time among Miami rebounders (1,027) and scorers (1,828).  

7. ANTONIO GATES (F, Kent State) | 2001-2003 At 6-foot-5, Gates played like a 7-footer, averaging 18 points and 8 rebounds during twomagical seasons with the Golden Flashes—preparing him for a future career catching passeswith the Lightning Bolts.  6. BRANDON HUNTER (F, Ohio) | 1999-2003 Despite battling against the likes of Gates and Kaman, OU’s 6-foot-7 postman consistentlystole the show—averaging 17 points and 9 rebounds across four years, earning three straightAll MAC First Team nods, and finishing up as the MAC’s #12 all-time scorer (2,012) and fifthgreatest rebounder (1,103).  5. ANTONIO DANIELS (G, Bowling Green) | 1993-1997 He never reached the NCAA tourney, but the Falcons’ electric guard advanced into asuccessful NBA career after his insane, POY senior season (24 PPG, 7 APG, 55% shooting!),which concluded with Daniels as BG’s #2 all-time assist man (573) and #4 scorer (1,789).  4. EARL BOYKINS (G, Eastern Michigan) | 1994-1998 The Eagles’ 5-foot-5 point guard never had to stand on anyone’s shoulders, as he ranroughshod over the MAC like few before or since. When the dust settled, Boykins was theMAC’s #5 all-time facilitator (624 assists) and fourth greatest scorer with 2,211 career points(paced by a 26 PPG average in 1997-98).  3. WALLY SZCZERBIAK (F, Miami) | 1995-1999 The best pure shooter in modern MAC history, Wally World gained plenty of national attentionas he put up back-to-back 24 PPG seasons while shooting 53% from the field for theRedskins/Redhawks. The 1999 MAC Player of the Year trails only the great Ron Harper onMiami’s all-time scoring list (1,847), and he’d go on to average 14 PPG across 10 NBAseasons.  2. BONZI WELLS (F, Ball State) | 1994-1998It’d be easy enough to focus on the scoring—Bonzi is the greatest in MAC history after all (his2,485 career points edging out Boykins, Dave Jamerson, and Ron Harper)—but when yourealize that Wells is also the MAC’s all-time leader in steals (347) and Ball State’s fifth greatestrebounder (843) AND assist man (386), it’s hard to imagine anyone has ever done it better.
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  1. GARY TRENT (F, Ohio) | 1992-1995 With all due respect to Bonzi, however, one man actually did outshine him during our 20 yearwindow of MAC basketball. In this era, he was a man amongst boys—a beast that was both theunstoppable force and the immovable object—the “Shaq of the MAC.” Ohio U’s 6-foot-8juggernaut Gary Trent only played three seasons in Athens, but he won MAC Player of the Yearhonors all three years, averaged an unheard of 23 points and 11 rebounds per game for hiscareer, and still sits in the MAC’s all-time top ten in scoring (2,108) and rebounding (1,050);meaning he’d likely hold both records had he not foregone his senior season.  
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