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Football at Ohio State is never boring, but in contrast to the last couple of years, the offseason
talk has been focused on football, as opposed to tattoos, NCAA investigations, coaching
searches and bowl bans. In fact, it says something about how uneventful spring football was for
Urban Meyer and his Ohio State Buckeyes that one of the biggest pieces of news of the season
in Columbus is the realignment of the Big Ten Conference. After one swan song season here in
2013, it's goodbye Legends...so long Leaders. There will be no formal Farewell Tour.
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The Big Ten office announced recently that they are scrapping those much derided division
names in favor of East and West, and will be realigning their member teams accordingly. The
renamed division format will be effective when new members Maryland and Rutgers join the
conference for the 2014 season, and a new nine-game conference schedule will commence in
2016.

The East



http://ncaafootball.com/News/tabid/729/Article/227513/big-ten-reveals-new-divisional-alignment-changes-names.aspx
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Joining current Leaders members Ohio State, Penn State and Indiana in the new East Division
will be Michigan, Michigan State and the two new additions from the east....Maryland and
Rutgers. The concentration in one division of the three traditional football powers in the
conference - OSU, Michigan and Penn State - certainly gives the appearance of a competitive
imbalance in football at the outset. It may turn out that way in the short term, but it's hardly a
no-brainer.

Michigan is just now coming out of a down cycle, and Penn State is arguably heading into one.
None of these three power teams has made an appearance in either of the first two Big Ten
championship games, for a variety of reasons. And only the Buckeyes, who are coming off a
speed bump of their own, could be considered capable of dominating this league. | argued a
year ago that, despite a BCS bowl game season in 2011, Michigan will be “back” when they
win, at the very least, a division title. If there’s a sleeper to be noted in this group, you might look
at Rutgers, a program that has been quietly

out-recruiting
many of its future Big Ten East rivals.

The West

Nebraska, Wisconsin and Northwestern will probably still be the best teams in the West when
they get rolling out there in the Central time zone in 2014. lllinois, lowa, Purdue and Minnesota
should assume the role of challengers, unless one or more of those programs takes a quantum
leap this fall.

At first glance, you can see why most observers are calling the East...warts and all...the
stronger of the divisions. Wisconsin is in a coaching transition. Northwestern still has to beat
some of the league’s top programs to prove they are something besides your father’'s
Northwestern. And until Nebraska gets back to playing defense, they’ll have their own set of
question marks. And the other four teams....well, make that at second glance too.

So What?
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ohio-state-buckeyes/3-buckeye-archive/9193-michigan-is-back
ohio-state-buckeyes/3-buckeye-archive/10888-meyer-raises-the-recruiting-bar
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The most important consequence of the new alignment for OSU fans is that The Game will be
unaffected by the changes in scheduling and division makeup. With OSU and Michigan playing
in the same division, there will not have to be a “rivalry game” exception to the rotation of teams
from the other division off of the schedule. When the new nine-game Big Ten slate begins in
three years, each team will play the other six teams in their own division, and a rotating three
teams from the other division.

The possibility that the importance of OSU-Michigan in November could be diluted by the
prospect of the two teams having to play a rematch one week later in the Big Ten championship
is a concern no more. More likely now is that OSU-Michigan will be contested for a berth in the
title game more often than not. If it's possible (and not sacrilegious to suggest), that could make
it even more important than it has been for the first 116 years of the rivalry.

Whatever else may be said about the new alignment, if recent recruiting trends are a predictor
of success, the two best teams in the conference will be playing in the East, and we could be
entering another era of the Big Two and the Little Eight (Plus Four)

Class of 2014
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ohio-state-buckeyes/3-buckeye-archive/10888-meyer-raises-the-recruiting-bar
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http://ohiostate.scout.com/a.z?s=145&amp;p=9&amp;c=8&amp;yr=2014
http://ohiostate.scout.com/a.z?s=145&amp;p=8&amp;c=1&amp;nid=6546196
http://ohiostate.scout.com/a.z?s=145&amp;p=8&amp;c=1&amp;nid=5686796
http://ohiostate.scout.com/a.z?s=145&amp;p=8&amp;c=1&amp;nid=6365242
http://ohiostate.scout.com/a.z?s=145&amp;p=8&amp;c=1&amp;nid=5672180
http://ohiostate.scout.com/a.z?s=145&amp;p=8&amp;c=1&amp;nid=5672180
http://ohiostate.scout.com/a.z?s=145&amp;p=8&amp;c=1&amp;nid=5862271
http://ohiostate.scout.com/a.z?s=145&amp;p=8&amp;c=1&amp;nid=5862271
http://ohiostate.scout.com/a.z?s=145&amp;p=8&amp;c=1&amp;nid=6443732
http://ohiostate.scout.com/a.z?s=145&amp;p=8&amp;c=1&amp;nid=6567064
http://ohiostate.scout.com/a.z?s=145&amp;p=8&amp;c=1&amp;nid=6287188
http://ohiostate.scout.com/a.z?s=145&amp;p=8&amp;c=1&amp;nid=6791486
http://ohiostate.scout.com/a.z?s=145&amp;p=8&amp;c=1&amp;nid=6732210
http://ohiostate.scout.com/a.z?s=145&amp;p=8&amp;c=1&amp;nid=5813956
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6W6zxtCTsGI
http://ohiostate.scout.com/a.z?s=145&amp;p=8&amp;c=1&amp;nid=6140251
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http://espn.go.com/high-school/football/events/nike-sparq-combines/2012/results
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oF3U6ke8T8I
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4SC3tQqGVuY
http://ohiostate.scout.com/a.z?s=145&amp;p=8&amp;c=1&amp;nid=5205321
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JEDptYy8ee8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sWv7qHSwe-k
http://www.cleveland.com/osu/index.ssf/2013/05/former_ohio_state_buckeye_orla.html
http://buckeyextra.dispatch.com/content/stories/2013/05/05/0505-ohio-state-gene-smith-interview.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&amp;v=OzgDKm4ob2g
http://espn.go.com/college-football/story/_/id/9214725/ohio-state-buckeyes-take-top-spot-latest-2013-top-25
http://espn.go.com/college-football/story/_/id/9214725/ohio-state-buckeyes-take-top-spot-latest-2013-top-25
http://www.cbssports.com/collegefootball/blog/eye-on-college-football/22031580/phil-steele-projects-tide-buckeyes-ducks-as-ap-preseason-top-3
http://www.cbssports.com/collegefootball/story/22217778/postspring-top-25-sec-rule-coming-to-end-at-hands-of-ohio-state
http://twitter.com/dwismar
ohio-state-buckeyes/3-buckeye-archive/7904-ohio-state-sports-resources

