
Ohio State Buckeyes Football

The  exodus from Columbus of OSU coaches, quarterbacks, and committed  football recruits
over the last several weeks is causing me to  contemplate the name of this column in a whole
new way. It’s not a news  headline, people...although lately it could be.

  

The defection  last week of linebacker Ejuan Price from the 2011 class of recruits  doesn’t hurt
the program nearly as much as the news a few days later  that 2012 five-star offensive tackle 
Kyle Kalis
from St. Ed’s is 
decommitting from Ohio State
,  and will now visit Michigan. There is no position on the Buckeye roster  thinner at the moment
than offensive tackle, and Kalis was the kind of  recruit that can anchor a class. There’s no
getting around the fact that  his decision is a major kick in the teeth for the Ohio State program. 
Kalis says he hasn’t eliminated OSU from consideration, but there are  more doubters than
believers right now.

  

The OSU staff has naturally tried to put the best possible face  on the situation. This staff has
always encouraged recruits to look  around to be sure about their college destination, and they
always say  they only want players who truly want to be Buckeyes. But with Kalis  presumably 
in the fold, and their eyes on some out-of-state OT  prospects, the coaches have allowed a
couple of very solid 2012 Ohio  tackles to get away already.
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http://ohiostate.scout.com/2/1080674.html
http://ohiostate.scout.com/a.z?s=145&p=8&c=1&nid=5020577
http://www.elevenwarriors.com/2011/06/kalis-de-commits-from-ohio-state
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/sports/stories/2011/06/23/recruit-kalis-may-not-be-lost.html?sid=101
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The  good news is that the Class of 2012 in Ohio is very strong, and with  eight commits
already, the Buckeyes will still be able to sign 20  excellent football players before it’s all said
and done. Some of the  blue-chippers were going to get away under the very best of 
circumstances, especially with a newly-aggressive Michigan program  working Ohio hard, and
Brian Kelly’s Notre Dame staff getting their Ohio  bearings after a year on the job in South Bend.

  

There  were too many excellent prospects in the state, and too few available  scholarships at
OSU for the Buckeyes to dominate the state like they  have in the recent past. But when
Wisconsin comes in and grabs one of  the best offensive tackles in the state in Cleveland
Heights’   Kyle Dodson ...and then Michigan State lands a Se’Von Pittman  out from under your
nose at Canton McKinley...and Nebraska signs DE 
Greg McMullen
from Akron Hoban....and all that after Michigan got a verbal from Mentor’s 
Tom Strobel
.....well...it’s meaningful.

  

No  matter how many good players are left in the state, OSU is not used to  seeing four (five if
Kalis bolts to AA) of the top 10-15 players in the  state leaving Ohio for its Big Ten rivals...so far.
If any development  more abruptly signals the end of the Tressel Era, this is it. The fence  he
built around Ohio has been flattened, and for the moment at least,  the looters are making off
with the spoils. From this point, the goal  has to be to find some leaders among the already co
mmitted 2012 recruits
,  first to stop the 2012 bleeding at Kalis, and then to rally quality new  recruits to the Buckeye
cause. It’s easier said than done, and right  now momentum is the enemy.

  

A  little context amid the mini-panic of the present moment: With the  possible exception of the
offensive line situation, about which there  are very real concerns for the years beyond 2011,
this Buckeye roster is  loaded with quality young talent. The inevitable bump in the recruiting 
road with the 2012 class will not permanently damage the pipeline of  Ohio talent flowing into
Columbus. This blip will be noticeable in a  couple of years, but it won’t be debilitating.

  

The  2013 class in-state is also very strong from what I’m hearing, and the  whole Tressel
imbroglio will probably not have a powerful effect on  players just now finishing their sophomore
years in high school.  Unfortunately, that will not make the 2012 recruiting season, which will 
surely contain some additional disappointments, any easier to take.
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http://ohiostate.scout.com/a.z?s=145&p=8&c=1&nid=5311005
http://ohiostate.scout.com/a.z?s=145&p=8&c=1&nid=4468184
http://ohiostate.scout.com/a.z?s=145&p=8&c=1&nid=4834312
http://ohiostate.scout.com/a.z?s=145&p=8&c=1&nid=5006537
http://ohiostate.scout.com/a.z?s=145&p=9&c=8&yr=2012
http://ohiostate.scout.com/a.z?s=145&p=9&c=8&yr=2012
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Back  in January, I put together a fairly detailed look at the  position-by-position breakdown for
the 2011 season, with some  speculation about how the incoming recruits might fit into the
program.  It was published before the 2011 class was complete, but it holds up  pretty well
today, with the exceptions of Price being gone and Verlon  Reed now being a wide
receiver....plus a few other minor springtime  developments unforeseen in January....like the
coach and the quarterback  being dispatched: Recruiting and the 2011 Buckeyes

  

Steele This Book **

  

Phil Steele’s  annual college football bible has been out on the newsstands for a  couple of
weeks now, and it’s the best nine bucks any fan of the game  can spend. Of its 328 pages, only
about 100 are devoted to reminding you  how accurate Steele’s predictions have been in the
past decade. But if  you had a track record like his you’d toot your horn too.

  

Steele  ranks, rates and predicts just about everything you can imagine, and  while I haven’t had
a chance to do the volume justice in the few days  I’ve had it, I can summarize for you how he
sees the 2011 Buckeyes,  individually and as a team...plus a few other tidbits. (** - those too 
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ohio-state-buckeyes/3-buckeye-archive/7571-recruiting-and-the-2011-buckeyes
http://philsteele.com/
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young to get my Abbie Hoffman reference above, see here )

  

First, the preseason team rankings for Steele, and then also for Lindy’s and The Sporting News,
 (hereafter TSN)

  

Phil Steele’s Top 10  - 1.Alabama  2.Oklahoma  3.Boise St.  4.Oregon  5.Virginia Tech   6.Notre
Dame  7.LSU  8.Texas A&M  9.Georgia  10.Florida St.  (Ohio  State #15)

  

Lindy’s Top 10  - 1.Oklahoma  2.Alabama  3.Oregon  4.LSU  5.Florida St.  6.Boise St.  
7.Oklahoma St.  8.Stanford  9.Nebraska  10.Arkansas  (Ohio State #14)

  

TSN Top 10  - 1.LSU  2.Oklahoma  3.Alabama  4.Stanford  5.Oregon  6.Boise St.   7.Florida St. 
8.Ohio State  9.Texas A&M  10.Nebraska. (Take the #8  ranking with a grain of salt...they also
have Pryor on their regional  cover)

  

Of  the Buckeyes at #15, Steele says “Give me Ohio State’s talent for a  full season, and I would
probably project them into the National Title  game. Unfortunately....” (you know the rest)

  

Of  the three publications, only Steele lists Virginia Tech, Notre Dame or  Georgia in the top ten.
This is explained in part by his “Most Improved”  rankings (Georgia #2) and his “Surprise Teams
of 2011” ranking (Va.  Tech #1, Notre Dame #2, Georgia #3).

  

Of  interest to Big Ten fans, he lists Nebraska #6 and Wisconsin #10 among  the “surprise”
teams (though I suspect neither of those two teams will  be sneaking up on anyone this year).
And he ranks Purdue at #9 among the  Most Improved.

  

In  the position group ratings, Ohio State is ranked nationally as follows  by Steele: QB - #17,
RB - #15, WR - #34, OL - #8,  DL - #12,  LB - #19,  DB - #18, Special teams - unranked.
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steal_This_Book
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Despite  the players’ suspension issue, (he went to press before the JT and TP  exits) Steele
thinks Ohio State is “clearly the best team in the Big  Ten”. Here’s his preseason All-Big Ten
Team , which
includes Buckeyes Mike Brewster 
(pictured at top)
, Andrew Sweat and Nathan Williams on the first team. Brewster is one of Steele's first team
All-American selections as well.

  

DeVier  Posey and Etienne Sabino are second team picks, while John Simon (pictured), 
Orhian Johnson, J.B. Shugarts, Jake Stoneburner make third team, along  with Jaamal Berry
and Jordan Hall as special teamers. (My only gripe  with Steele there is his ability to somehow
come up with eight defensive  linemen in the conference that he thinks are better than Simon.)

  

Steele sizes up the Big Ten this way:

  

Leaders Division: 1.OSU (3-way tie) 1. Wisconsin, 1.Penn State, 4.Illinois, 5.Purdue, 6. Indiana.

  

Legends Division:  1.Nebraska (tie) 1. Michigan State, 3. Iowa, 4.Northwestern,  5.Michigan, 6.
Minnesota.  (Steele: “...this is not your father’s  Michigan”)

  

TSN  also ranks Ohio State as the best team in the Big Ten, and Lindy’s has  the Cornhuskers
ahead of OSU by a nose....though as I said, there has  been quite a bit of water under the
bridge since they went to press.  I’ll be previewing the Big Ten in much greater depth over the
next few  weeks, and also getting into the Buckeyes personnel situation as it  shapes up for
2011.

  

---

  

Loose Leaves
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http://philsteele.com/Blogs/2011/May11/DBMay28.html
http://philsteele.com/Blogs/2011/May11/DBMay28.html
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In a conversation this week with reporters, OSU recruiting coordinator John Peterson knockeddown the suggestionthat Jordan Hall had been moved from running back to wide receiver,  something I reportedhere last week. I hindsight, I guess I should have  left out the word “officially”, since there wasnothing official about  it even at the time. What you cancount on is that Hall will be used in the slot a lot, and that the  coaches will try their best to usehis versatility and receiving skills  to their best effect. Until Dan Herron returns in October, therushing  attack should be in capable hands with Jaamal Berry, Rod Smith and  Carlos Hyde,plus fullback Zach Boren.  ---  Congratulations to Buckeye Jon Diebler for being selected by the Portland Trailblazers  with the51st pick in the NBA Draft. Dieblerled the nation in 3-point shooting percentageas a senior at OSU, with an incredible 50.2% long-range shooting  percentage. Diebler’steammate David Lighty was expected to have his name called too, but it was not to be for theCleveland native. Solon's Dallas  Lauderdale, another draft eligible OSU senior, also wentundrafted.  ---  If you’re not completely burned out on scandal talk, like I am, take a look at Tony Gerdeman’s scandal scorecardat The OZone. I wish I’d had it for last week’s column,  when I tried to pull together all the various allegations against OSU  players and staff. Thanks,by the way, to my friends at the BuckeyeSports.commessage board, and at ElevenWarriorsfor linking that Buckeye Leaves column and putting several thousand additional sets of eyes onit.  ---  on Twitter at @dwismar
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http://ohiostate.scout.com/2/1081569.html
http://ohiostate.scout.com/2/1081569.html
http://www.thelantern.com/sports/basketball/lantern-sports-exclusive-q-a-with-ohio-state-s-jon-diebler-1.2417555
#ixzz1QA1siWmD
http://web1.ncaa.org/stats/StatsSrv/rankings
http://www.the-ozone.net/football/2011/Tresselaffair/scandalscorecard.html
ohio-state-buckeyes/3-buckeye-archive/8266-buckeye-leaves
http://ohiostate.scout.com/
http://www.elevenwarriors.com/2011/06/wednesday-skull-session-1
http://twitter.com/dwismar

