Ohio State Buckeyes Football

A year ago the Ohio State recruiting class of 2012 was close to being written off as a down
year...an unavoidable consequence of the trials and tribulations the program went through in
2011. But starting on November 28, the day Urban Meyer became the head coach of the
Buckeyes, the team’s recruiting fortunes turned around. Meyer and his staff finished with a
flourish, landing several top-rated prospects in the last few weeks before signing day, and
arriving in early February with a class ranked among the nation’s top three or four by most of
the scouting services .

A handful of this year’s freshmen enrolled early and went through spring football, but the
majority have yet to suit up for their first full practice session, so projecting the ten most likely to
contribute significantly in 2012 is guesswork on the order of...well...of last week’s

Ten Breakout Buckeyes

. But here we go.

Asked in February which of his new signees he expected to redshirt in 2012, Meyer’s response
was, "We don't redshirt. We're going to recruit the caliber of athlete you do not redshirt at Ohio
State." | do believe Meyer will use his freshmen early and often, not least because, with the
exception of his running back and defensive line units, his current roster is not a very deep
group at all, and the incoming group is loaded with talent. In the Tressel years, about half of any
freshman class would redshirt for a variety of reasons, and although Meyer wants all of his
first-year guys to be ready to play, invariably some of them will end up saving a year of
eligibility.



http://rivals.yahoo.com/ncaa/football/recruiting/teamrank/2012/all/all
http://recruiting.scout.com/a.z?s=73&amp;p=9&amp;c=14&amp;yr=2012
http://ohiostate.scout.com/a.z?s=145&amp;p=9&amp;c=8&amp;yr=2012
ohio-state-buckeyes/3-buckeye-archive/9706-ten-breakout-buckeyes
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Incoming offensive linemen Kyle Dodson and Jacoby Boren are coming off surgeries in the
offseason, so caution may rule the day with them, even though Boren all but won the backup
center spot this spring. Other newcomers will find themselves nowhere near the two-deep
lineup, and will have to wait for blowouts to get onto the field, if they see it at all.

First year defensive backs and linebackers have the best chance to see early playing time
because they’ll show up on special teams units, and that’s one of the reasons my list has seven
defenders and only three offensive players. One running back, one receiver and one offensive
lineman make the most-likely-to-contribute list, and the rest are on the other side of the ball.

Some of the freshman defensive linemen are just too promising to keep off the field, and this
year’s Buckeyes are likely to employ at least an eight-man rotation on the D-line, giving the
youngsters some early visibility. Three talented young OSU linebackers make the list, and while
there’s only one defensive back listed below, two others were a coin flip away.

From a class of 25 incoming freshmen then, these are the ten kids | think will make the biggest
impact on the 2012 Buckeyes.

e, Al Lt
Camren Williams - LB -6’27, 215 Ibs - (West Roxbury, MA) Catholic Memorial School

Williams was an early Penn State commit who came around to the Buckeyes when the scandal
erupted in State College. He was Rivals #8 ranked inside linebacker, while Scout had him as
the nation’s #16 outside backer, and the #2
2 overall player

in the East. Williams is a versatile athlete who played wide receiver on offense in high school.
His film shows a young man with a powerful upper and lower body, who is able to take on
blockers and is a strong tackler. Some on the OSU staff are said to be projecting him as a
middle linebacker in college, but inside or out, Williams brings welcome athleticism and speed
to a linebacker unit that has been short on both of late. His high school teammate, 4-star
cornerback
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http://www.ohiostatebuckeyes.com/sports/m-footbl/mtt/dodson_kyle00.html
http://www.ohiostatebuckeyes.com/sports/m-footbl/mtt/boren_jacoby00.html
http://www.ohiostatebuckeyes.com/sports/m-footbl/mtt/williams_camren00.html
http://cleveland.rivals.com/viewprospect.asp?Sport=1&amp;pr_key=99415
http://recruiting.scout.com/3/2012_fb_east_100.html
http://recruiting.scout.com/3/2012_fb_east_100.html
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Armani Reeves
is also part of this incoming class.
Video1

| B 1 e
Se’Von Pittman - DL - 6’ 3”, 259 Ibs - (Canton, OH) McKinley H.S.
Pittman enrolled early and went through spring football in Columbus, performing impressively
before a minor knee injury cut short his spring season. Ranked the nation’s #9 DE according to
Scout, and #8 by Rivals , Pittman projects as a pass rushing end, capitalizing on his speed and
his length to get after the quarterback. He made an early verbal commitment to Michigan State,
but soon after Meyer was hired at OSU, Pittman made his interest in the Buckeyes clear to the
OSU staff, and within two weeks he had flipped his commitment to Ohio State. Every major
scouting service ranked Pittman among the nation’s Top 100 players overall in the 2012 class.
As you'll see below, he’'ll have plenty of competition among his fellow freshmen for playing time
at defensive end, but his brand of “big speed” is a rare commodity, and if the knee is healthy, he
should make his mark in 2012. Video1 - Video2
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http://ohiostate.scout.com/a.z?s=145&amp;p=8&amp;c=1&amp;nid=4785346
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g72MGNGhaB8
http://www.ohiostatebuckeyes.com/sports/m-footbl/mtt/pittman_sevon00.html
http://rivals.yahoo.com/ncaa/football/recruiting/player-Se%27von-Pittman-99855
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ilPFXxU42Eo
http://www.maxpreps.com/local/team/videos.aspx?gendersport=Boys,Football&amp;schoolid=5768159b-d215-456e-8d56-240c32e6f537&amp;videoid=45eeb0e6-80f8-42b8-a1be-429682ee366a
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http://www.ohiostatebuckeyes.com/sports/m-footbl/mtt/marcus_jamal00.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rZRN0BlbpYk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rZRN0BlbpYk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rZRN0BlbpYk
http://vimeo.com/33909309
http://www.ohiostatebuckeyes.com/sports/m-footbl/mtt/thomas_michael00.html
http://ohiostate.scout.com/a.z?s=145&amp;p=8&amp;c=1&amp;nid=5882739
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&amp;v=wGBFo6qJA9U
http://www.ohiostatebuckeyes.com/sports/m-footbl/mtt/spence_noah00.html
http://espn.go.com/college-sports/recruiting/story/_/id/7367095/defensive-end-noah-spence-commits-ohio-state-buckeyes
http://ohiostate.scout.com/a.z?s=145&amp;p=8&amp;c=1&amp;nid=4393215
http://recruiting.scout.com/3/2012_fb_east_100.html
http://recruiting.scout.com/2/1002261.html
http://rivals.yahoo.com/ncaa/football/recruiting/rankings/rank-2867
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uc_kFOFhRmQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RrrJ4X8BOCY&amp;feature=player_embedded
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http://www.ohiostatebuckeyes.com/sports/m-footbl/mtt/murray_najee00.html
http://ohiostate.scout.com/a.z?s=145&amp;p=8&amp;c=1&amp;nid=5435981
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RQoMTys_Bh8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M22ciLgmvx8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BN0LMZ74ISM
http://www.ohiostatebuckeyes.com/sports/m-footbl/mtt/perkins_david00.html
http://recruiting.scout.com/2/1149779.html
http://cleveland.rivals.com/viewprospect.asp?Sport=1&amp;pr_key=116914
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&amp;v=T_2RdpJ2Pkw
http://rivals.yahoo.com/video/recruiting-football/AMP-Perkins-proves-versatility-1097921
http://www.ohiostatebuckeyes.com/sports/m-footbl/mtt/decker_taylor00.html
http://ohiostate.scout.com/a.z?s=145&amp;p=8&amp;c=1&amp;nid=4414589
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GeahwFowJXE
http://rivals.yahoo.com/video/recruiting-football/Taylor-Decker-dominates-1098948

Ohio State Buckeyes Football

- DR vl Pt
= T30 Tyoy e
. v L AT LG L L L L s
IR RGP NG I G O Wt 2% P ey S L U COTTT, varS. Ul

6/6


http://www.ohiostatebuckeyes.com/sports/m-footbl/mtt/washington_adolphus00.html
http://ohiostate.scout.com/a.z?s=145&amp;p=8&amp;c=1&amp;nid=4613241
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VIY1Ez22ohA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gn0MVHeWpoU&amp;feature=player_embedded
http://www.ohiostatebuckeyes.com/sports/m-footbl/mtt/dunn_brionte00.html
http://ohiostate.scout.com/a.z?s=145&amp;p=8&amp;c=1&amp;nid=4237881
http://recruiting.scout.com/2/1138701.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9flUG0Q8kcY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HAd6kr3EA0o
http://www.ohiostatebuckeyes.com/sports/m-footbl/mtt/bogard_devan00.html
http://www.ohiostatebuckeyes.com/sports/m-footbl/mtt/reeves_armani00.html
http://ohiostate.scout.com/a.z?s=145&amp;p=9&amp;c=8&amp;yr=2013
http://twitter.com/dwismar
ohio-state-buckeyes/3-buckeye-archive/7904-ohio-state-sports-resources
ohio-state-buckeyes/3-buckeye-archive/9706-ten-breakout-buckeyes
ohio-state-buckeyes/3-buckeye-archive/9642-buckeye-leaves
ohio-state-buckeyes/3-buckeye-archive/9538-buckeye-leaves
ohio-state-buckeyes/3-buckeye-archive/9472-buckeye-leaves
ohio-state-buckeyes/3-buckeye-archive/9423-buckeye-leaves
ohio-state-buckeyes/3-buckeye-archive/9363-meyers-buckeyes-take-off
ohio-state-buckeyes/3-buckeye-archive/9311-buckeyes-on-fast-forward
ohio-state-buckeyes/3-buckeye-archive/9247-transforming-the-buckeyes

